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Columbia River Basin Columbia River Basin 
Fish & Wildlife ProgramFish & Wildlife Program

SubbasinSubbasin PlanningPlanning

The purpose of The purpose of subbasinsubbasin planning in planning in 
Columbia River Basin fish and wildlife Columbia River Basin fish and wildlife 

restoration strategiesrestoration strategies

Peter J. Paquet Ph.D.Peter J. Paquet Ph.D.
Manager, Wildlife & Resident FishManager, Wildlife & Resident Fish
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Northwest Power and Northwest Power and 
Conservation CouncilConservation Council

Authorized by Congress in 1980Authorized by Congress in 1980
Two members each from Washington, Oregon, Two members each from Washington, Oregon, 
Montana, IdahoMontana, Idaho
Council purposes:Council purposes:
–– Develop regional electric power and conservation Develop regional electric power and conservation 

planplan
–– Develop regional plans and programs to protect, Develop regional plans and programs to protect, 

mitigate and enhance fish and wildlife affected by mitigate and enhance fish and wildlife affected by 
the Columbia River power systemthe Columbia River power system

–– Ensure public participationEnsure public participation
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“This version of the 
program expresses goals 
and objectives for the entire 
basin based on a scientific 
foundation of ecological 
principles”.

“If the vision for the basin 
is to be realized, it will be 
through successful 
selection and 
implementation of subbasin
level goals, objectives and 
strategies”

Response of the CouncilResponse of the Council’’ss
2000 Fish and Wildlife Program2000 Fish and Wildlife Program
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2000 Fish & Wildlife Program 2000 Fish & Wildlife Program 
Status and Approach Status and Approach 

Scientific foundation = Vision, Biological Scientific foundation = Vision, Biological 
Objectives, and StrategiesObjectives, and Strategies

Geographic approachGeographic approach

MultiMulti--scale (Basin, Province, Subbasin)scale (Basin, Province, Subbasin)

Assessments and Assessments and subbasinsubbasin planning  planning  
provide context and guide project fundingprovide context and guide project funding
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Biological Opinion

For the Federal 
Columbia River 
Power System

NOAA Fisheries 

December, 2000

“NOAA expects to rely 
heavily on NWPPC’s
subbasin planning 
process for the 
identification of offsite 
habitat mitigation 
opportunities”.
- NMFS 2000 Biological Opinion
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Elements of Subbasin PlansElements of Subbasin Plans

A A subbasinsubbasin assessmentassessment with description of with description of 
historical and existing conditionshistorical and existing conditions

An An inventoryinventory of existing projects and past of existing projects and past 
accomplishmentsaccomplishments

A 10A 10--15 year 15 year management planmanagement plan
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Elements of a Management PlanElements of a Management Plan
A vision for the A vision for the subbasinsubbasin

Biological objectives for fish and wildlifeBiological objectives for fish and wildlife

Strategies to meet the vision and biological Strategies to meet the vision and biological 
objectivesobjectives

Projected budget (10Projected budget (10--15 year & 315 year & 3--year)year)

Monitoring and evaluation planMonitoring and evaluation plan

Any additional steps for ESA and Clean Any additional steps for ESA and Clean 
Water Act complianceWater Act compliance
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Who does Who does subbasinsubbasin planning?planning?

Coordinated by states and tribes with local Coordinated by states and tribes with local 
governmentsgovernments

Involves NOAA  Technical Review teams Involves NOAA  Technical Review teams 
for ESA recovery planningfor ESA recovery planning

Funded by the Bonneville Power Funded by the Bonneville Power 
AdministrationAdministration

Administered by the NWPCC Administered by the NWPCC 
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Subbasin State/Tribal Regional

Statewide
technical
support

Regional
coordination

groupcoordinator
local government
tribes
federal
state
NGOs
others

Statewide
coordination

group

Subbasin Planning Infrastructure - Functional Levels

Regional
technical
support

Level 2 Level 3Level 1

develop subbasin plan represent tribes/states
guide subbasin planning
provide policy guidance
organize resources to
assist in planning process
review and package
plans for submittal to
Council
provide coordination and
project management

Council, Tribes, BPA,
NMFS, USFWS, and
statewide coordination
group representatives
advises Council on
overall schedule,
budget, federal
coordination issues
assist Council SBP policy
decisions

Subbasin planning
group(s)

assessment
resource inventory
management plan

ensure broad participation
coordinate with level 2
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Expected resultsExpected results

Basis for future Bonneville Power Basis for future Bonneville Power 
Administration implementation fundingAdministration implementation funding
Serve to meet ESA requirements in the Serve to meet ESA requirements in the 
shortshort--termterm
Empower state, tribal and local effortsEmpower state, tribal and local efforts
Serve as the basis for ESA recovery Serve as the basis for ESA recovery 
planningplanning
Credible basis for other funding sources, Credible basis for other funding sources, 
including congressional appropriationsincluding congressional appropriations


