
NOTES

Fifty-second Meeting of the 

COLUMBIA RIVER TREATY PERMANENT ENGINEERING BOARD

with the

ENTITIES

11 February 2004, Portland, Oregon

The meeting was held at the Doubletree Hotel in Portland, Oregon commencing at 10:00 am.  A roster of attendees and the agenda are attached.

Mr. Steve Stockton introduced Mr. Tim Newton as a new Board member for the Canadian Section.  It was noted that Mr. Wilkerson was absent due to illness and the Board circulated a get-well card. 

Introductory Remarks

As Chair of the host Entity, Mr. Steve Wright welcomed the attendees to Portland and acknowledged the fine work of the Entity staffs.  This includes completion of the POP and the three AOPs utilizing streamlined procedures; re-developed stream flow forecast procedures; a creative approach to the DOP; and working to replace the PNCA.  He also noted that BPA has made a $140 million transmission infrastructure investment to improve the reliability of the return of Canadian entitlement.  Lastly, Mr. Wright praised the service of Mr. Larry Bell upon his retirement as Canadian Entity Chair.

Mr. Larry Bell concurred with the assessment of the successful year acknowledging the return of the Mica entitlement and the dedicated work of the Entity staffs in dealing with complex issues in the spirit of cooperation and professionalism.  He also noted that further work was needed on BPA’s procedures for curtailing entitlement return during periods of transmission congestion, and the implementation of VarQ ahead of the EIS; however, he was optimistic that a resolution would be achieved in a manner satisfactory to all parties.  Mr. Bell stated that Mr. Bob Elton will be replacing him as Canadian Entity chair and introduced Ms. Dawn Farrell as Deputy Canadian Entity chair.

Brigadier General William Grisoli stated that he was looking forward to participating in Treaty activities.

Following the initial round of opening comments by the Entity Chairs, the Chairs of the Operating Committee, Bill Branch (Corps of Engineers), Rick Pendergrass (BPA), and Kelvin Ketchum (BC Hydro); and the Treaty Coordinators Greg Delwiche (BPA), Karen Durham-Aguilera (Corps of Engineers) and Ken Spafford (BC Hydro), provided some further operational context for the activities and achievements of the operating year in review.  

Entity Briefing
Entity staff gave a detailed Power Point presentation that summarized Treaty Operations and provided updates or exception reports on existing or emerging issues.  Each Board Member was provided with a copy of the sixty-two slide Power Point presentation to aid the discussion.  The presentation slides are attached. 

The purpose of the presentation was to highlight aspects of the Entities Annual Report on Treaty Operations, Operating Committee activities in preparation for the future, and other related activities.

The following issues received expanded discussion, and are summarized below.

· Entitlement Delivery Return

· Fish Operations

· POP

· Streamlined Method

· DOP

· Canadian Water Use Plans

Entitlement Delivery Return

Curtailments related to transmission congestion still affect the Canadian Entitlement return.  The Entities are working together to implement procedures to ensure the Entitlement being returned to Canada is treated on the same basis as U.S. Pacific Northwest load.  BPA has already invested $140 million in transmission improvements in the Puget Sound area.  However, other privately owned transmission facilities must be upgraded to fully eliminate the problem.  BPA and Powerex officials continue to discuss the matter.

Fish Operations

The Entities provided two new charts that summarize the schedule and scope of fisheries operations that impact Treaty projects.  The Board noted that the summary charts emphasized the extremely complex nature of the multi-objective management issues dealt with by the Entities on a daily basis.  The annual plan is available on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Northwestern Division web site at:  www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/tmt/ ..

POP
The revised POP document published in December 2003 reflects a philosophical change.  It now documents how plans have been developed, rather than being a procedures manual for future plans.  The POP is a living document that will be updated with additional pages as necessary for new procedures as they are developed.  The Entities have committed to complete new pages on the Streamlined Methods. 

Streamlined Methods/Procedures
The Entities submitted the 2006-07, 2007-08, and 2008-09 AOPs at this meeting, returning the Entities into compliance with the Treaty.  These AOPs were prepared using Streamlined Procedures.  The Entities explained the verification procedures used to ensure this new approach was consistent with the previously applied methodology.

The Board members indicated that they were comfortable that the Streamlined Procedures still fulfilled the requirements of the Treaty and with the Entities’ efforts to validate the results.  However, the Board requested that an additional study be undertaken to apply the Streamline Procedures to the 2007-08 AOP based on the 2005-06 AOP, and compare it to the 2007-08 AOP that was previously prepared. 

The Entities will document the Streamlined Procedures and the back check calibration studies and submit results to the Board by the end of March 2004.

The Entities stated that the new Streamlined Procedures would free up resources to allow a greater focus on operational activities that improve actual operation.

DOP
The Entities noted that the 2003-04 DOP was prepared utilizing the new “streamlined” 2005-06 AOP.  This is the first time a DOP was based on an AOP from another operating year.  This was done because the 2005-06 AOP utilized more realistic operating criteria.

The Board noted that while this approach made sense, it was important to recognize that the current AOP would still prevail in the absence of an agreed-upon DOP, and as such,   to characterize the use of operating criteria from a different year’s AOP as a modification of the corresponding year’s AOP. .

Canadian Water Use Plans
The Entities noted that WUPs for the Columbia River Basin projects are nearing completion.  It was also noted that any operational changes contemplated under the WUPs must not impact operations under the Treaty.  

Mr. Jim Mattison noted that in his role as Comptroller of Water Rights, he is responsible for approving the WUPs.  He is seeking assurance that the WUPs do not commit to any actions that violate obligations under the Treaty.  

Closing Remarks
At the end of the presentation, Board Members congratulated the presenters for their excellent focused presentations, and the skill of all concerned in keeping to the schedule without compromising presentation quality or limiting the opportunity for further discussion of issues of particular interest to the Board.

Mr. Steve Wright noted that in the de-regulated energy marketplace, the interactions generated by the Treaty remain a haven of responsibility and civility among our nations.

The Board is planning a required periodic inspection tour of Treaty projects during the week of 9-13 August 2004.  Mr. Stockton requested the support of the Entities in the arrangements.    

Next Meeting
The next Board meeting with the Entities was set for February 16, 2005 in Vancouver, BC.

The meeting adjourned at 2:20 pm.  

COLUMBIA RIVER TREATY PERMANENT ENGINEERING BOARD

Fifty-second Board-Entities Meeting
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Agenda:

I.
Introductory Comments / Meeting Objectives: 
Newton, Stockton









Grisoli, Wright, Bell

II.
Introductory Comments:



Branch, Pendergrass, Ketchum

III.
Brief Overview of Operations, Accomplishments:  Branch, Pendergrass, Ketchum

IV.
Exception Reports (1-2 slides each) / Lunch

            130 + 30 minutes

 
A.  August 2002-September 2003 Operations


    1. Implementation of 4.1/3.6 FC Split

Bill B. & K. Ketchum


    2. Entitlement Delivery Issues


Tony W. & Doug R.


    3. Fishery Operations



Allan W. & Cindy H.



    4. LCA Use





Kelvin K. & Pam K.


    5. Libby topics




Bill B. & Cindy H.

Embedded Lunch break at 12:00 in meeting room  - continue meeting at 12:30

 
B.  Operating Committee Activities – Preparing for the Future


 1.  POP Document



Ken S. & Tony W.

             
 2.  Flood Control Operating Plan 2003

Bill B.

             
 3.  AOP Update Status (Streamline, 07/08/09+)John H. & Tom S.

             
 4.  Libby Operation Plan Update

Cindy H.


            
 5.  04DOP based on 06AOP


John H. & Tom S.

            
 6.  BiOp and related Activities


Cindy H. & Greg D.


C.  Related Activities



 1.  Hydromet Committee Update

Eric W., Peter B, Nancy S.            


 2.  Non-Treaty Storage Agreements Update 
Kelvin K., Pam K.
            


 3.  Columbia WUP Update


Allan W.

            
 4.  Irrigation Depletions/Modified Streamflows
John H.

V.
Question Period


VI.
Next meeting





VII.
Adjourn at 2:30 p.m.
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