MATERIAL FOR DISCUSSION AT TMT MEETING 24 JULY 1996 


REVISED MONTANA PROPOSAL FOR LIBBY ND HUNGRY HORSE��


FROM: Mark D. Reller, Montana TMT Representative


DATE: July 23, 1996


RE: Flow Augmentation for Libby and Hungry Horse, 1996


Montana presents this proposal to TMT members in an attempt to protect the resources associated with Libby and Hungry Horse and meet the objectives of the BiOP.


As you are aware, Montana has previously requested that the draft at Libby and Hungry Horse be limited to 10 feet by August 31st. On July 10, 1996 the TMT failed to find consensus on that proposal. At that time some expressed concern that make up volumes of water should be provided or that the operations be volume neutral. This proposal meets those objectives.


Montana still maintains that large summer drafts of the shape currently projected in the TMT spread sheets are inappropriate for the Kootenai and Flathead Rivers, that the flows do not provide a natural hydrograph as called for in the BiOp and that the designated draft limits at Libby and Hungry Horse are extreme and especially unwarranted under current 1996 water conditions. However, Montana has modified its proposal as follows.


At the July 10th Meeting the USFWS distributed a graph entitled Predicted Fall Chinook Salmon Passage at Granite, 1996 . Based on that graph and on other passage forecast information found via the TMT homepage, it is reasonable to conclude that significant numbers of migrating fall chinook will be present in the lower reaches of the river through September. It is fish in these reaches that are claimed to benefit from releases from Montana reservoirs. Therefore, Montana modifies its proposal to request that drafts for subyearling salmon migration from Libby and Hungry Horse be released so that the 10 foot draft point is achieved by August 31 or later and that the remaining water be drafted so that all salmon water is released by September 30 or later.


This draft sequence reduces the drafts impacts on the affected Montana river reaches, extends the production window in the reservoir, provides augmentation water for migrating salmon when they are present in the river, achieves the seasonal average flow targets, and meets the objectives of the Biological Opinion. It is an ecosystem approach and consistent with the TMT directives and adaptive managment.


The new proposal is also different from the July 10th request in that Montana has identified other sources of water that are being released into the Columbia System and would like that water credited to Hungry Horse reservoir. This water amounts to 16,000 acre-feet that is being released from a reservoir on the East Fork of Rock Creek into the Clarkfork River due to dam safety concerns. Approximately 6,000 has already been released and the remainder will be released through August 31. This is a one-time release. Repair and refill estimates for the project will be made once the drafting is complete. The project is owned by the State of Montana.


In addition, Montana requests that the increment of volume associated with the splash boards at the Hungry Horse glory hole be retained in the reservoir (Estimated at 24 KAF). This volume surcharge on the reservoir is not part of the BiOp and should be retained in the reservoir after the fish operation is over for other uses.


The change in reservoir elevation associated with this operation would be calculated by adding the volume of water from the surcharge (24 KAF) with the water from other sources (16 KAF) and applying that to the 3540' elevation prescribed in the BiOp. A first approximation would indicate that the project be drafted to 3542 for salmon operations in 1996, but all water called for under the BiOp would have been provided.


Montana respectfully requests that the TMT approve this operational proposal at its July 24th meeting.
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