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/#
Specification

Operate the federal Columbia River hydropower system to meet the following Lake Roosevelt pool elevations:  1240 by May 21, 2000, 1253 by May 28, 2000 and 1265 by June 4, 2000.

Justification

In an attempt to partially mitigate for the loss of anadromous salmon due to the creation of Grand Coulee Dam, approximately 28 net pens containing over 500,000 yearling rainbow trout are operated annually to support the Lake Roosevelt Fishery.  The Lake Roosevelt rainbow trout net pen program is a federally funded mitigation, which is jeopardized by current and projected Lake Roosevelt pool elevations.  

The May 16, 2000 SSARR model output, published on the TMT web page, predicts Lake Roosevelt pool elevations will be at 1233 by May 21, 2000, 1243 by May 28, 2000 and 1265 by June 4, 2000.  As I stated in the May 11, 2000, the net pen fish must be released by the first week of June, because of in-net-pen mortality.  The in-net-pen mortality is due to fish diseases associated with warming lake water.  Furthermore, rainbow trout tagging and creel studies suggest that net pen rainbow trout released at pool elevations below 1265 entrain at a substantially greater rate than rainbow trout released at a pool elevation above 1265.  Documentation of these claims can be found in the Lake Roosevelt Monitoring Program annual reports at the BPA Fish and Wildlife web page.  

Due to flood control driven lake operations, 60,000 net pen rainbow trout have already been prematurely released this year.  Additional early releases will undoubtedly negatively affect the Lake Roosevelt Fishery.
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