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SUBJECT: Flows at Bonneville Dam to protect natur: | spawning of fall Chinoo
salmon at the Ives/Plerde Island Complex
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e Delay refill of USBR upper Snake River projects and through flow
through Brownlee. ‘

e Draft Grand Coulee |

e Draft Albeni Falls : i

The state and federal fish and wildlife agencles provided ] :federal arties a mcmo;andum
describing the flow needs for spawning fall Chinook and ‘f’ um salmop. Instead of providing -
steadily increasing flows as required to maintain and util | the natur:] spawning area of the -
Pierce and Ives Island complex, the daily average flows ° | ‘e been stcadily decreasing while
major storage reservoirs have been filling. Since the fed | 1operatots have been aqvised of
the flow requirements for natural spawning below Bonn¢ | le Dam, Cirand Coulee Reservoir
has filled six feet and flows below Bonneville have stead | declined, decreasing thc
availability of habitat for spawning. Data indicates that ' | area, if provided with watcr, is
potentially utilized by lower river fall Chinook and lowe | "ver brights during Octo?cr Most
of the opportunity to provide this spawning area for Chii { k has already been lost. There is
still potential to provide some natural spawning area for | remainder of October and for
Chinook and chum salmon through Novémber. |
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