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AUGUST 9, 2001 PLANT OUTAGE AT THE DALLES

Power generation at The Dalles Dam tripped off 1550 on Thursday 9 August, while transformers at the project were being worked on.  The project lost all four of their main lines.  This included loss of station service approximately 1550 – 1630.  Partial station service returned about 1630 and full service returned approximately 1730.  Spill was increased between 1730 – 1800.  The project spilled a maximum of 105.5 kcfs 2000 – 2100 hours to maintain river flow.  This was an increase from 53 kcfs spill at 1500 which was prior to the plant outage.  Power generation was restored about 2100 hours, and spill returned to the 40% level.  The outage lasted about 5 hours.

At 2100, 7 units were available for generation.  This was sufficient for current flows and spill.  Fish Units 1 and 2 and main units 2, 13 –22 were forced out of service. Turbine pits were flooded on these units when station service was lost and sump pumps shut off.  The water had to be removed, turbine bearings flushed and oil replaced before they could operate again.  Fish Unit 1 was returned to service 1355 10 August and Fish Unit 2 was returned to service 1647 10 August.  Main units 2 and 13-22 all returned to service by COB 11 August. There was no significant or permanent damage.

Below is a report of the effect of the outage on fish passage facilities:
East Fishway - Fishway maintained orifice flow during the outage period.  The east fishway attraction water was out of service as Fish Units 1 and 2 were out of service. F1 was returned to service 1355 10 August and F2 was returned to service 1647 10 August.

North Fishway - Fishway maintained orifice flow during the outage period.  PUD (north fishway attraction) was out of service about 1 ½ hours (1550 – 1730).

 Spillway - Spillway maintained the pattern that was set when the outage occurred.  When power returned, adjustments were made to accomodate the loss of flow through the powerhouse during the outage.  The maximum spillway flow achieved was 105.5kcfs.  Spillway volume returned to normal (40% of total flow) at 2100.
I/T sluiceway attraction – this attraction water is drawn from the forebay and was not affected by the outage.
