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 COLUMBIA RIVER REGIONAL FORUM 
 

TECHNICAL MANAGEMENT TEAM 
 

January 20, 2010 Meeting 
 

FACILITATOR’S SUMMARY NOTES 
Facilitator: Erin Halton 
Notes: Christa Leonard 

 
The following notes are a summary of issues that are intended to point out future actions 
or issues that may need further discussion at upcoming meetings. These notes are not 
intended to be the “record” of the meeting, only a reminder for TMT members. 
 
Review Meeting Minutes for January 6, 2010 
There were no comments or changes to either the facilitator’s notes or the official 
meeting minutes and both sets are considered final. 
 
Water Supply Forecasts 
Steve King, River Forecast Center, referred TMT to a power point presentation posted as 
a link to the agenda.  He noted that the January Final forecast was issued on 1/8/10 and 
provided detailed data regarding the last few months of 2009 and the 2010 forecast. 
Highlights of King’s presentation included the following:  

 Observed Runoff Conditions: currently, runoff is on the dry side with the 
exception of the Northern Cascades. Many eastern rivers have experienced frozen 
flows and/or gages this winter. Low flows noted for smaller streams.  

 Observed Precipitation: November and December reports are 70-90% for much of 
the Columbia Basin; typical perhaps due to the current El Nino episode.  Looking 
ahead, El Nino conditions are expected to continue through spring 2010.  King 
showed that the CPC precipitation outlook for the region hints at lower than 
normal precipitation. 

 Observed Monthly Temperatures: October and December were noted as cool with 
temperatures a bit warmer in November.  King said the CPC temperature outlook 
indicates an  above normal chance for warmer temperatures.   

 Snow Pack: levels are below average across the board below the US/ CA border, 
with heavier snowpace in the upper Columbia in northern British Columbia. 
(Current conditions were compared to 30 years worth of data.)  Upper Columbia 
and Snake River snow conditions are below normal.  Lower Columbia Snow 
Conditions are below normal to normal, but King noted that the data was harder 
to generalize for the Lower Columbia which comprises a larger area with greater 
geographic variability.  

 King reviewed Water Supply Forecast for the following areas: Upper Columbia 
River, Snake River and the Lower Columbia River.  He noted that the forecast for 
Libby has trended upward since the early bird forecast was issued and that the 
forecast for Hungry horse has trended downward.   

 The ESP forecasts on the Snake River were a little lower than those for the 
Columbia River projects, with 83% for Dworshak.   
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 TMT members helped clarify that the latest WSF for Libby is 88%, but that the 
ESP remains 77%.    

 
Action/Next Steps: The February Final Forecast is due to be out 2/5/10; a live 
briefing is scheduled for 2/8/10.  Folks can join the live briefings by signing up on the 
RFC webpage posted as a link off the TMT homepage.  

 
Draft 2010 Fish Passage Plan Update 
Steve Barton, COE, reminded TMT that change forms may be submitted until January 
29th and the FPP will be discussed at the February 4th FPOM meeting.  
 
Albeni Falls Update 
Steve Barton, COE, noted that the winter flexibility operation will not occur in 2010. The 
operation will be considered in the future, pending review of the comments gathered to 
date.  
 
Operations Review 
Reservoirs: Libby was at elevation 2409.6', with inflows of 3.5 kcfs and outflows of 4 
kcfs.  Albeni Falls was at elevation 2051.6', passing inflows of 15 kcfs.  Dworshak was at 
elevation of 1513.98' with inflows of 2.3 kcfs and outflows of 1.6 kcfs.  Lower Granite 
average flows were 25 kcfs, McNary average flows were 90 kcfs (99 kcfs for the seven 
day average), and Bonneville average flows were 120 kcfs (113 the last few days).  
Grand Coulee was at elevation 1287.3' and Hungry Horse was at 3532.9' with outflows of 
2.5 kcfs.   
 
Fish:  Paul Wagner, NOAA, shared there is nothing to report but did ask when the Fall 
Chinook forecast can be expected. Cindy LeFleur answered that numbers for the 
Columbia River will be out on February 17th.  
 
Russ Kiefer, ID, noted that FPAC discussed chum at the 1/19 meeting. Grey Island and 
St. Cloud data showed a general pattern of adult returns over the last five years was 
down, but similar to other populations, specifically 2001.  He noted that mortality is low 
in spite of research sampling.  
 
Power System: Tony Norris, BPA, noted there is nothing to report. 
 
Water Quality: Scott English, COE, advised TMT of dive operations at Bonneville 
January 20-21st. The tailwater elevation will be maintained at 11.5’, with a potential for 
some spill if needed to support that elevation.  
 
TMT Schedule: The next TMT meeting will be: face-to-face on 2/3/2010 at 9:00am at 
NOAA’s St. Helens Room on the 10th Floor. Sign-in on 11th Floor. 
Agenda items will include: 

 Notes Review 
 The Dalles Spillwall Update 
 Maintenance/ Outages Updates for 2010 
 Water Management Plan Spring/ Summer Update 
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 FOP Update 
 Operations Review 
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Columbia River Regional Forum 
Technical Management Team Meeting 

January 20, 2010 
 
1. Introduction 
 
 Today’s TMT meeting was chaired by Steve Barton (COE) and facilitated 
by Erin Halton (DS Consulting), with representatives of COE, BOR, USFWS, 
Oregon, NOAA, Montana, BPA, Idaho, Washington, CRITFC and others 
participating. The following is a summary (not a verbatim transcript) of the topics 
discussed and decisions made at the meeting. Anyone with questions or 
comments about these notes should provide them to the TMT chair or bring them 
to the next meeting.  
 
2. Review Meeting Minutes for January 6, 2009 
 
 There were no changes to either the facilitator’s notes or the official 
meeting notes for January 6, so both were deemed final.  

 
3. Update on Water Supply Forecasts 
 
Steve King, River Forecast Center, referred TMT to a power point presentation 
posted as a link to the agenda.  He noted that the January Final forecast was 
issued on 1/8/10 and provided detailed data regarding the last few months of 
2009 and the 2010 forecast. Highlights of King’s presentation included the 
following:  
 

 Observed Runoff Conditions: currently  runoff is on the dry side with the 
exception of the Northern Cascades. Many eastern rivers have 
experienced frozen flows and/or gages this winter. Low flows noted for 
smaller streams.  

 Observed Precipitation: November and December reports are 70-90% for 
much of the Columbia Basin where typical  perhaps due to the current El 
Nino episode.  Looking ahead, El Nino conditions are expected to 
continue through spring 2010.  King  showed that the CPC precipitation 
outlook for the region hints at lower than normal precipitation. 

 Observed Monthly Temperatures: October and December were noted as 
cool with temperatures a bit warmer in November.  King said the CPC  
temperature outlook indicates an  above normal chance for warmer 
temperatures.   

 Snow Pack: levels are below average across the board below the US/ CA 
border, with heavier snowpace in the upper Colubia in northern British 
Columbia. (Current conditions were compared to 30 years worth of data.)  
Upper Columbia and Snake River snow conditions are below normal.  
Lower Columbia Snow Conditions are below normal to normal, but King 
noted that the data was harder to generalize for the Lower Columbia 
which comprises a larger area with greater geographic variability.  
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 King reviewed Water Supply Forecast for the following areas: Upper 
Columbia River, Snake River and the Lower Columbia River.  He noted 
that the forecast for Libby has trended upward since the early bird forecast 
was issued and that the forecast for Hungry horse has trended downward.   

 The ESP forecast on the Snake River were a little lower than those for the 
Columbia River projects, with 83% for Dworshak.   

 TMT members helped clarify that the latest WSF for Libby is 88%, but that 
the ESP remains 77%.    

 
Action/Next Steps: The February Final Forecast is due to be out 2/5/10; a 
live briefing is scheduled for 2/8/10.  Folks can join the live briefings by 
signing up on the RFC webpage posted as a link off the TMT homepage.  

 
4. Draft 2010 Fish Passage Plan  
 
  The majority of change forms submitted to date have been resolved at 
FPOM, Barton reported.  The COE requested that any outstanding change forms 
be submitted by January 29 so they can be discussed at the next FPOM meeting 
February 4. The next step will be incorporating changes into the draft 2010 FPP. 
 
5. Albeni Falls Update 
 
 The proposed operation to draft Albeni Falls during cold snaps for energy 
production, varying the elevation of Lake Pend Oreille up to half a foot per day, 
has been deferred and won’t occur in 2010, Barton said. This decision does not 
preclude possible consideration of the operation after further review of 
information gathered during the public process. 
  
6. Operations Review 
 
 a. Reservoirs.  Libby is at elevation 2,409.6 feet, with inflows of 3-3.5 kcfs 
and outflows steady at the 4.0 kcfs minimum. Albeni Falls is at elevation 2,051.6 
feet, passing inflows of 15 kcfs.  Dworshak is at elevation 1,513.98 feet, with 
inflows of 2.3 kcfs and discharges of 1.6 kcfs.   
 
 Grand Coulee is at elevation 1,287.3 feet. Hungry Horse is at elevation 
3,532.9 feet, with discharges of 2.5 kcfs. 
 
  Daily inflow averages are steadily around 25 kcfs at Lower Granite. The 7-
day average at McNary is 99 kcfs, and 120 kcfs at Bonneville.  
 
 Scott Bettin (BPA) asked about greasing of spillway gates at Bonneville. 
That’s tentatively scheduled for April 1, after construction of The Dalles spillwall 
is complete and before spill season begins, Barton said. There’s a line outage 
scheduled at Bonneville for April 25. 
 
 b. Fish. There are no fish in the system now, Wagner reported. Yesterday 
FPAC discussed the chum operation and noted that the general pattern of adult 
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returns for the past 5 years was similarly low across all populations. More studies 
are warranted, particularly to address concerns about the long-term impacts of 
tagging on fish survival.   
 
 On February 17, the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife will 
forecast the size of the fall Chinook run on the Columbia in 2010. 
 
 c. Power System.  There was nothing to report today.    
 
 d. Water Quality. There are no significant water quality issues now, Scott 
English (COE) reported. On January 20-21, two fish units will be operating at 
Bonneville Dam for dive operations, causing spill of approximately 25 kcfs to 
maintain the 11.5-foot minimum tailwater elevation for chum. No more than 1.5-
2% change in TDG levels is expected as a result of this work. Warrandale gage 
readings are currently around 101% TDG. 
 
9. Next Meeting 
 
 The next regularly scheduled TMT meeting will be February 3 at NOAA’s 
office in Portland. An update on The Dalles spillwall construction, review of 
facilities maintenance and planned outages, the spring/summer Water 
Management Plan, and possibly an update on the BiOp court case are on the 
agenda. This summary prepared by consultant and writer Pat Vivian. 
 
Name Affiliation  
Steve Barton COE 
John Roache BOR 
Dave Wills USFWS 
Rick Kruger Oregon 
Paul Wagner NOAA 
Doug Baus COE 
Jim Litchfield Montana 
Tony Norris  BPA 
Russ Kiefer Idaho 
Scott English COE 
Laura Hamilton COE 
Kim Johnson  COE 
Scott Bettin BPA 
Russ George  WMC 
Rob Diaz Integral Renewables 
Greg Bowers COE 
Karl Kanbergs COE 
Steve Hall COE Walla Walla 
Steve King  RFC 
  
Phone: 
Cindy LeFleur Washington 
Kyle Dittmer CRITFC 
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Joel Fenolio COE Seattle 
Shane Scott PPC 
Tim Heizenrader Centaurus 
John Hart EWEB 
Holli Krebs JP Morgan 
Barry Espenson CBB 
Rob Allerman Deutsch Bank 
Tom Le Puget Sound Energy  
 


