OFFICIAL COORDINATION REQUEST 

FOR 

NON-ROUTINE OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

COORDINATION DATE- September 22, 2010

PROJECT- 
Ice Harbor and Little Goose
RESPONSE DATE-   General FPOM meeting 12 October 2010
Description of the problem:
  Divers and associated unit outages required for installation of trolley pipes for future performance standard evaluation studies.  Work will tentatively take place at Ice Harbor the first two weeks of November and at Little Goose the second two weeks of November, 2010.  Trolley pipes will be installed on all non-RSW spillway pier noses and all major (between units) powerhouse pier noses.  Pipes are 80 – 120 feet long and allow for deployment of acoustic hydrophones or other in-water telemetry gear.
Type of outage required:  Main unit outages for dive work - up to four turbine units at a time and spillway outages.
Impact on facility operation:   Should have no impact on fish facility operations.  The main unit that is being worked on, as well as the adjacent units, will be out of service during diving operations.
.
Length of time for repairs:  Approximately 3-4 days for powerhouse installation.  Ten days for completion of all trolley pipes at each dam.
Expected impacts on fish passage:    Negligible.  Impacts to migrating fish should be minimal at this time of year.  Very few juvenile fish are actively migrating in November.  Adult fish counting terminates at Ice Harbor and Little Goose at the end of October.  Fall Chinook and Steelhead counts are generally declining towards the end of October.  The proposed work is not taking place in the immediate vicinity of the fish ladder exits and should not be an impact to migrating fish.  The unit that is being worked on, as well as the adjacent units, will be out of service during diving operations, so there will be no flow in the vicinity of the proposed work to attract fish to the area.

Comments from agencies:  Discussed with NOAA on 10 September 2010, NOAA Fisheries supports the installation of these trolley pipes because they are a necessary component of the equipment needed to evaluate whether the performance standards, as described in the FCRFP Biological Opinion, are being achieved at these dams.  We understand that installation on the upstream face of the dam needs to begin November 1, 2010, which is earlier than the usual in-water work window.  We agree with your assessment that there will not be any adverse impacts to migrating juvenile or adult ESA listed salmon or steelhead by starting the in-water work early.  While NOAA Fisheries supports your early in-water work commencement for the trolley pipe installation, I ask that you coordinate this work with the Regional Fishery Agencies.
Final results:
Please email or call with questions or concerns.
Thank you, 

