OFFICIAL COORDINATION REQUEST 

FOR 

NON-ROUTINE OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

COORDINATION DATE- 
May 31, 2011
PROJECT- 
Lower Monumental Dam
RESPONSE DATE-  June 9, 2011
Description of the problem:
  
Lower Monumental Trolley Pipe installation Contract 10-C-0047 The Walla Walla District, Corps of Engineers (Corps) plans to install trolley pipes on the upstream face of Lower Monumental Dam during the period October 17 – 28, 2011.  These pipes are needed for the deployment of acoustic telemetry hydrophones for performance standard evaluations that are required by the 2010 Biological Opinion.  The pipes will be places at each major pier nose between powerhouse units and on all spillway pier noses, with the exception of those in the RSW spillbay.  The powerhouse pipes are approximately 140-feet long and the spillway pipes are approximately 80-feet long.  They will be lowered into place with a crane from the deck of the dam.  Divers will attach the pipes to the dam with anchor bolts.  This will involve concrete drilling, installing anchors and bolting the pipe brackets in place.  Noise levels will most likely be comparable to normal project maintenance activities such as trash rack raking. It is anticipated that two, possibly three, pipes may be installed during a typical workday.

Type of outage required:  
The pipe installations will likely require up to two units out of service at a time.  
Impact on facility operation:  
 Unit operating priorities will be impacted during pipe installations.  During October the unit priority, according to the 2011 Fish Passage Plan, is 2,3,4,5,6,1.  A footnote adds “If no spill is occurring, U1 may be operated at any priority level at the discretion of project personnel.”
Length of time for repairs:  
The work for the power house is scheduled for the week of October 17-21, 2011.

The spillway portion of this work will occur the week of October 24-28, 2011  
Expected impacts on fish passage:

Adult fall Chinook and steelhead migrations are ongoing in October, with passage numbers generally declining in late October into November.  The 10 year daily average for October 17 – 28 is 23 adult Chinook, 32 jack Chinook and 1,187 steelhead.  About 10 to 30% of the steelhead is typically of wild origin.  Little to no adult sockeye or lamprey passage occurs in October.
The north fishway exit is located approximately 250 feet from the nearest pipe installation at unit 1.  The south fishway exit is located approximately 100 feet from the nearest pipe installation at spillbay 1.  Most of the work will take place at distances greater than these from the fishway exits.  Noise levels should have minimal, if any, effect on adult fish in the Lower Monumental forebay.

Operating unit priorities can have an effect on the tailrace hydraulics and thus impact the ability of fish to find fishway entrances.  The greatest impact on fish passage will likely be at times when both unit 1 and unit 2 are out of service.  This should occur for approximately 4 – 8 hours on one day while pipes are being installed at the north side of unit 1 and on the pier nose between units 1 and 2, although at the low flows expected in October, the delay caused by this operation in reaching a fishway entrance, if any, should be minimal.

Conclusion:  The operations outlined above may affect but are unlikely to adversely affect listed populations of adult steelhead and adult and jack fall Chinook salmon at Lower Monumental Dam.
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