                                                                        September 1, 2011                F/NWR-5

FILE MEMORANDUM   

FROM:            Gary Fredricks, NOAA Fisheries
SUBJECT:      Comments on suggested changes to the 2011 Dworshak Dam turbine dewatering guidelines.
The Walla Walla District is proposing changes to the dewatering guidelines that were regionally approved last winter for inclusion to the 2011 Fish Passage Plan (Appendix I).  These guidelines were prompted by a significant adult steelhead mortality incident that happened in the fall of 2010.  Our adoption of these guidelines were an important part of NOAA’s decision to close an official legal investigation of this incident.  Several of the proposed changes appear to increase the risk to fish that may be salvaged as a part of turbine maintenance activities at this project.  Our concerns with these changes should be reconciled before these revised guidelines are implemented by the project.   

Specific comments on the proposed changes are as follows:

1.  Section 8.  Changes accepted.

2. Section 9.  Changes accepted.

3. Section 10.  Why remove the language regarding placement of oxygen for trapped fish and the deployment of sonar to estimate the number of trapped fish?  This could increase the mortality risk for fish trapped in the draft tube.

4.  Section 11. The addition of specific elevations makes sense, however, why remove the sentence addressing sump operation as required to control the water level in the draft tube?

5. Section 12.  Why remove the rubber lift sling language?  What is this sling made of?  Also, the five minute transfer time and the single handling of fish were important parts of the original document, why are these to be removed?

6.  Sections 15, 16 and 17 have several changes that need to be explained such as elimination of the measuring rope, fish buckets, rubber sling, and more importantly, the salvage time change from 6 to 8 minutes to 8 to 15 minutes.

