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03 February 2012
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Subject: DRAFT minutes for the 03 February 2012 FFDRWG meeting.

The meeting was held in the RDP 3C Meeting Room, Portland OR.  In attendance:

	Last
	First
	Agency
	Office/Mobile
	Email

	Baus
	Doug
	USACE-RCC
	503-808-3995
	Douglas.M.Baus@usace.army.mil

	Conder
	Trevor
	NOAA
	503-231-2306
	Trevor.conder@noaa.gov

	Eppard
	Brad
	USACE-NWP
	503-808-4780
	Matthew.b.eppard@usace.army.mil

	Fredricks
	Gary
	NOAA
	503-231-6855
	Gary.fredricks@noaa.gov

	Hevlin*
	Bill
	NOAA
	503-230-5415
	Bill.hevlin@noaa.gov

	Lane
	Nic
	BPA
	
	dplane@bpa.gov 

	Lorz
	Tom
	CRITFC
	503-238-3574
	lort@critfc.org

	Mackey
	Tammy
	USACE-NWP
	503-967-5733
	Tammy.m.mackey@usace.army.mil

	Medina
	George
	USACE-NWP
	503-808-4753
	George.J.Medina@usace.army.mil

	Petersen
	Christine
	BPA
	
	chpetersen@bpa.bov

	Richards
	Natalie
	USACE-NWP
	503-808-4755
	Natalie.A.Richards@usace.army.mil

	Ruff
	Jim
	NWPPC
	503-222-5161
	jruff@nwcouncil.org

	Schmidt
	Paul
	USACE-NWP
	
	Paul.a.schmidt@usace.army.mil

	Setter*
	Ann
	USACE-NWW
	509-527-7591
	Ann.L.Setter@usace.army.mil

	Skidmore
	John
	BPA
	
	jtskidmore@bpa.gov

	Tackley
	Sean
	USACE-NWP
	541-808-4751
	Sean.c.tackley@usace.army.mil

	Wright*
	Lisa
	USACE-RCC
	503-808-3943
	Lisa.S.Wright@usace.army.mil


*Phone
1. The following documents were provided or discussed.  (all documents may be found at http://www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/tmt/documents/FPOM/2010/FFDRWG/FFDRWG.html)
1.1. Agenda.  
1.2. Tackley handout.

1.3. Richards handout.
1.4. 111207 BON AFF 2011 12-7 AFF Improvement Memo NOAA.doc
2. Action Items 
2.1. Bonneville Spillway:  Laurie Ebner to set up ERDC trips for developing spill patterns
2.2. Avian Predation:  Sondra Ruckwardt to contact Dan Roby regarding information on estuary bird colonies

2.3. JDA/TDA Adult PIT Detection:  Sean Tackley to schedule meeting in March to discuss TDA alternatives.
2.4. TDA Backup AWS: Sean Tackley to schedule meeting to discuss alternatives and path forward 

3. Bonneville Spillway Stilling Basin Cleanup.  Ebner reported on the spillway rock removal.  Rerecich will be the PM-E bio working on coordination.  Ruff asked about the rocks on the apron.  He asked if there would be a need for repairs once the rocks are removed.  Ebner said the condition of bay 9 is unknown but hopefully it isn’t worse than before.  The rocks will be removed but the hole will not be filled in under this contract.  Ruff asked about any concern with a Spring Creek release.  Spring Creek has been re-programmed so a release will not occur above Bonneville in March.  Conder asked about schedule delays.  Ebner said the priority bays will be completed first before moving to other areas.  Ebner said there will be weekly status reports as this work progresses.  
3.1. One potential coordination issue is if there is a need to spill and the B2CC is operating.  The B2CC must be off to allow the contractor to move in and out of the spillway tailrace.
4. Avian Predation Actions
4.1. Malheur Island construction- Schmidt reported that Malheur has had difficulties.  Ruckwardt continues to work on San Francisco Bay.  
4.2. Estuary monitoring.  The cormorant draft plan will be finalized by March.  A Notice of Intent will follow.  The draft EIS will be issued in April if all goes well.  More information is available at http://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/environment/home.asp.  Schmidt noted that the goal is to move the birds towards a more marine diet.   
5. Lower Columbia River Survival Study.  SRWG on Monday 6 February 2012.  Eppard looked into the JDA 2010 draft report.  It is in the final stages of editing.  Lorz asked where all the information is located.  Eppard said the data files are in the infancy stage of development for public dispersal.  
6. JSATS Transmitter Downsize.  Progressing nicely.  About to receive the second version of the ASIC.  Working on getting components patented to protect USACE, especially with changes to the patent laws.  Ruff commended Eppard’s presentation on the JSATS tags at the Fish Tagging Forum.  His .ppt is available at http://www.nwcouncil.org/fw/tag/.  The JSATS team is working on injecting dummy tags into fish.
7. JDA/TDA Adult PIT Detectors.  Tackley provided a handout detailing different configurations and overview drawings.  
7.1. Tackley provided background about the original scope of looking at both TDA and JDA.  After some discussions, the scope has been narrowed to look at TDA initially.  
7.2. TDA-E will likely be overflow weir alternatives.  Probably need two or three weirs for efficiency.  Another alternative is the count station, which would require count station modification.  TDA-N includes overflow weir, count station and vertical weir options.  Conder asked if the count stations would be independent of the crowders.  
7.3. Fredricks was encouraged with the new information.  He would like to have all necessary people (engineers and biologists) in a room to really get into the alternatives.  One main question is the allowable bump out from the fishway wall.  ACTION: Tackley will set up a meeting with the Region and the PDT.
7.4. Tackley said some of the alternatives will result in excavation, depending on how much the detectors can shrink the opening.  Fredricks suggested one option may be to look at making a 4’ antenna instead of a 3’ antenna.  Some detection efficiency would be lost but 100% efficiency is not necessary.
7.5. Ruff asked if BPA and USACE have developed a new MOA.  It is in the works.  Fredricks asked about having detection by FY14.  Richards said if the count station is the chosen location, the detectors will not be installed by FY14.  The count station would require considerable modifications to make the crowder fixed and to replace the steel.  
8. Lamprey Program  (Richards provided an update)
8.1. Washington Shore Ladder Improvements.  Tackley wanted to discuss the bar spacing on the entrances.  Currently the bar spacing is 1” on an 11” x 24” entrance.  The 1” is to allow lamprey to pass but not salmon.  When the Region went to ERDC for MCN, they agreed to a 2” clear opening for the entrances.  Tackley said he would like to get this cleared up since we are having issues with the openings on picket leads as well.  Is 2.25” acceptable?  If the drawing needs to be changed, then it will require a contract mod.  Conder said NOAA is fine with 2”.  ACTION:  Tackley will look at what can be done.  He also noted that it would be nice to have standard criteria for lamprey bars.  Fredricks agreed with 2”, which is an increase over the 1” criteria.  
8.2. Adult Salmon and Steelhead Studies.  Tackley asked the Region to be thinking about fallback objectives for next year.  Fredricks said he has been thinking about how to assess fallback and predation with the RT fish.  Maybe a DST tag would be more appropriate.  ACTION: meetings to discuss these objectives need to be scheduled.  It was also noted that the AFF would need to be modified prior to these studies.  Fredricks would like to have everyone read his memo he sent to FPOM.  The funding for the AFF mods would be from CRFM.  111207 BON AFF 2011 12-7 AFF Improvement Memo NOAA.doc
8.2.1. Tackley and University of Idaho are looking at installing cameras for counting lamprey at TDA and JDA.  A MOC will be coming next week.
8.2.2. John Day North Ladder Improvements.  These are ongoing.  The contractor is scheduled to be out of the ladder by 9 March.  They are a eight days behind schedule due to construction issues.  There are eight weather days in the schedule so it is possible to be right on target but Richards has asked for an updated schedule.  There will be noise issues in March since crane removal may only be done by helicopter.  The pumps should be tested prior to 9 March.  The electrical is mostly good, one resistor blew out but it is being repaired.  
8.2.3. N. Richards is moving out of lamprey and adult studies.  They will be handed over to Langeslay and Tackley.  
9. Bonneville Fish Unit Trash Rake (there is a new PM)

10. B2 Corner Collector Gate Hoist (Medina provided a handout)
10.1. Medina reported that the B2CC won’t be repaired this winter due to scheduling complications with Unit 18.  Instead the funds will be used to develop a plan for comprehensive repairs then make the repairs after spill season.  The B2CC will be handed over to the Project once the cracking/spalling issues are repaired.  Medina said there is movement of the monoliths, which results in cracking at the seams.  
10.2. The hoist will be ready for testing on 28 February.  Baus asked what the testing will look like.  Medina confirmed it will be a couple of opening/closing cycles.  The hoist will be ready by 1 March, with testing complete prior to 28 February.
11. Turbine Survival Program.  A document should be ready for review in March.  There is an ERDC trip planned for March.  ACTION: Eppard will get an agenda.  There is a trip on 11 March for JDA, MCN, BON and IHR.  Not sure if all that work can be completed in one trip.
12. JDA Configuration and Operation Plan (Medina provided a handout)
12.1. Avian wire contract will be complete by 28 February.
12.2. Permanent Top Spillway Weir (TSW) will be lighter than the prototypes.  Lifespan is expected to be 30-50 years.  Design is in final stages.  No change to the current design except that the legs will be shorter to reduce the mass.  Fredricks asked for a copy of the design.  ACTION:  Medina will send the design to FFDRWG.
12.3. COP update will be on hold until after the performance testing is complete.  Medina and Eppard agreed there won’t be much change to the COP.

12.4. CAES.  Medina reported that this has been mothballed at this point, since the TSWs are working at this point.

13. The Dalles North and East Adult Fish Ladder Study (Medina provided a handout)
13.1. The PDT is meeting next week to discuss the 60%.  Fredricks asked if we wanted to talk about comments today or wait.  
13.2. Fredricks said he is encouraged by the alternatives.  His main concern is section 2.2.6, which mentions NOAA has waived the screening criteria.  He clarified that there needs to be a discussion about that issue, the criteria has not been waived but he believes we can come to agreement.  First he wants to know how long turbine unit rehab takes; risk of losing two units; risk of fish entrainment (depends on depth); estimate of cost for screening the intake.  He would like to see a write up addressing these four concerns so we can justify forgoing screening criteria for this project.  This needs to be done to provide justification for forgoing the criteria in light of others being required to install screens in their intakes.  
13.3. Tackley said in the next couple of weeks, the alternatives will be narrowed down further.  He requested recommendations from the Region to assist in narrowing down the alternatives.  Fredricks provided some feedback.  He prefers the alternatives that put the intake at depth.  He also wants to see the entrainment velocities; if they are in the neighborhood of BON F1/F2 then we should be ok.  
13.4. Lorz commented that the fishlock test seemed to work well and it may help reduce the volume of water needed from another system.  Combining the fishlock and the new system could provide the flow requested by the Region.
14. B2 FGE (Medina provided a handout)
14.1. Currently working on the 90% Alternatives Report.  Medina spoke to the comments he had received from the Region.  He noted a lot of the report is based on CFD models and the comments inquired how the results would be validated.  There will be validation testing in a gatewell and the ERDC models could be used as well.  Fredricks requested Davidson (at ERDC) look over the results and provide feedback.  
14.2. The filler should be fabricated this FY but won’t be tested for awhile.  The gatewell will be instrumented so data may be collected but due to TIE crane issues, the filler won’t be installed until the end of next winter work.  
15. B2 Orifices (Medina provided a handout)
15.1. There was considerable discussion regarding how to clean up the orifice jets and improve fish safety.
Next NWP FFDRWG Meeting:  05 April, 2012 

