CENWP-OD







07 June 2012

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Subject: DRAFT minutes for the 07 June 2012 FFDRWG meeting.  

The meeting was held in the NWP RDP 10th Floor Training Room, Portland OR.  In attendance:

	Last
	First
	Agency
	Office/Mobile
	Email

	Baus
	Doug
	USACE-RCC
	503-808-3995
	Douglas.M.Baus@usace.army.mil

	Bettin
	Scott
	BPA
	503-230-4573
	swbettin@bpa.gov

	Conder
	Trevor
	NOAA
	503-231-2306
	Trevor.conder@noaa.gov

	Cordie
	Bob
	USACE-TDA
	541-506-7800
	Robert.p.cordie@usace.army.mil

	Ebner
	Laurie
	USACE-NWP
	503-808-4880
	Laurie.l.ebner@usace.army.mil

	Hanson
	Matt
	USACE-NWP
	503-808-4934
	Matthew.d.hanson@usace.army.mil

	Kiefer
	Russ
	IDFG
	208-334-3791
	russ.kiefer@idfg.idaho.gov

	Kuhn
	Karen
	USACE-NWP
	808-503-4897
	Karen.a.kuhn@usace.army.mil

	Lee
	Randy
	USACE-NWP
	503-808-4876
	Randall.t.lee@usace.army.mil

	Lorz
	Tom
	CRITFC
	503-238-3574
	lort@critfc.org

	Mackey
	Tammy
	USACE-NWP
	503-961-5733
	Tammy.m.mackey@usace.army.mil

	McCann
	Jerry
	FPC
	503-230-4291
	jmccann@fpc.org

	Muir
	Bill 
	NOAA
	
	Bill.muir@noaa.gov

	Petersen
	Christine
	BPA
	
	chpetersen@bpa.gov

	Ploskey
	Gene
	PNNL
	509-427-9500
	Gene.ploskey@pnl.gov

	Rerecich
	Jon
	USACE-BON
	541-374-7984
	Jonathan.g.rerecich@usace.army.mil

	Ruff
	Jim
	NPCC
	
	jruff@nwcouncil.org

	Skiles
	Tom
	CRITFC
	
	skit@critfc.org 

	Tackley
	Sean
	USACE-NWP
	541-808-4751
	Sean.c.tackley@usace.army.mil

	Zyndol
	Miro
	USACE-JDA
	541-506-7860
	Miroslaw.a.zyndol@usace.army.mil


Baus, Conder, Ruff, Kiefer and Ploskey called in.  

Lorz introduced Tom Skiles.  He is the new hire vice Heinith.  Not sure where he will be assigned just yet.  He comes from California though Lorz requested we not hold that against him.  

1. Documents handed out or discussed.

1.1. NWP FFDRWG agenda.
1.2. 120607 NWP FFDRWG Update N. Richards.
1.3. .120607 TDA spillgate status B. Cordie.
2. Action Items from 06 February 2012 FFDRWG Meeting: 

2.1 TDA Spillbay 9:  Bob Cordie to provide briefing to FPOM on TDA Spillbay 9 tainter gate.  STATUS: completed at April FPOM.  Cordie provided the handout he had provided at FPOM.
2.2 BON B2 FGE: Jon Rerecich to schedule meeting with the region to meet at BON and look at the DSM channel.  STATUS: had a special FFDRWG.  Not yet scheduled the BON tour.  
2.3 [Jun 12] JDA-N ROV inspection.  ACTION:  Tackley will gather more details and report back.  This issue will also be presented to FPOM on 14 June.
2.4 [Jun 12] JDA ERDC trip.  ACTION: Rerecich will set up a special FFDRWG to review S Askelson's trip report and to discuss low flow summer spill options/next steps.
3. Bonneville Spillway Stilling Basin Cleanup.  Ebner reported that the clean-up is completed and now moving on to P&S for the erosion repair.  BCOE by end of June and award is expected before end of FY.  Not CRFM funded.  Need a month of cure for concrete, so placement is expected in February with clean-up going into March.  Working a MOC through FPOM.  Bettin asked if there would be any tailwater restrictions.  Ebner said the P&S indicate that the tailwater will vary and the contractor will need to work with those.  She does expect coordination for when the floating plant arrives so there is enough power line clearance.  
a. A contingency plan is being developed and will be completed in FY12.  Looking at operational or structural changes that may prevent further damage.  Looking at tweaking the pattern (for flows 350K and greater, not looking at tweaking fish spill patterns) while ensuring any pattern will be fish friendly.  Still using the 1:55 model to look at hydraulic conditions.  Ebner prefers finding operational fixes as those may be less expensive than structural changes.  
4. Avian Predation Actions.  
a. Malheur Island update.  Langeslay reported that the island construction is complete.  There were 500 birds.  Due to snow those numbers dropped to 350 total birds with 76 nesting pairs.  
b. Estuary monitoring.  Had gull predation on tern eggs on East Sand Island.  Got a permit for lethal take on gulls.  Ruff asked why we would do that.  Langeslay said under the EIS we are responsible for maintaining the tern colony to a specific size so that includes protection as well as population control.
c. Still looking at a site in San Francisco.  Not looking at sites in BC at this time.  Bettin said there is a Japanese dock on Agate Beach that may be suitable for tern habitat.  
5. JSATS Transmitter Downsize.  Langeslay reported that Phase I in developing an injectable tag for juvenile salmon is on track.  By March 2013 we should have specs for the tag.  Tentatively planning on a couple hundred prototypes to test in 2013.  No tag loss or mortalities in lab studies.  

a. Phase II is to adapt the tag for use in lamprey.  That work will begin at the end of FY12.  No estimated completion date at this time due to the uncertainty about size and function.  May need the tag to be as small as the 8mm PIT tag and be flexible.  Lorz asked if PIT tag detection would be included in the JSATS tag.  Langeslay said that is being discussed.  Muir asked about the tag life.  Ploskey said current tag life is 30 days for the larger tag and 25 days for the smaller tags.  The JSATS tag life should be similar.
6. The Dalles Adult PIT Detection Alternatives Study.  The 90% Alternatives report should be available for review around 2 July with comments due by 21 July.  If we decide to move forward with adult PIT detection at TDA, IWW 2014-2015 is the conservative construction and installation period.  There is some question about whether the P&S will be ready by summer 2013 (for IWW 2013-14 installation); it depends on the structural modifications needed.  Cordie asked if JDA has dropped off.  Langeslay said JDA hasn’t dropped off, it’s just been placed lower on the list so TDA could move forward in a more timely manner.
7. Bonneville WA Shore Ladder Improvements.  Tackley reported that the contract is out for bid.  There appears to be a lot of competition.  Award date should be in July.  Part of the study of this structure in 2013 will be to find the optimum flow regime for the Lamprey Flume System gravity water supply.  
8. John Day North Ladder Improvements.  
a. North Entrance ROV needed (concurrent w/ planned outage on Aug. 1-2 for grating inspection).  Tackley reported that there is some undercutting at the entrance.  There is a desire to ROV the area in early August.  This will coincide with the fishway ROV inspection, however, to ROV the outside of the entrance there may be a need to move spill away from the north bays during the inspection.  Langeslay clarified that the undercutting needs to be assessed prior to the next in-water work season so the contractor can prepare for it.  Lorz asked if anyone is looking at the hydraulics to make sure this won’t be a continuing issue.  ACTION:  Tackley will gather more details and report back.  This issue will also be presented to FPOM on 14 June.
9. Bonneville WA Shore Fish Unit Trash Rake.  Rerecich provided a brief background on this issue.  He said we want to go to ¾” grating in the fishways to help lamprey but to do so, we will need to reduce the trashrack size to 5/8”.  This is all still in the planning phase so the team is still coming up with alternatives.  Off the shelf trashrakes require deck space, which is limited at the north end of the PH2 +90’ deck.  Rerecich said one option being discussed is an angled trashrack upstream of the fish unit.  Lorz asked if there would be opportunities for Regional input.  Rerecich said there would be opportunities for Regional input but not until after the NWP team gets organized.
10. JDA South Count Station Lamprey Collection Structure.  Tackley reported on this new item.  Medina will likely be the PM and he will gather a team.  This is in response to two needs: 
1. Yakama Nation and CTUIR requested assistance with improving their lamprey trapping efficiency.  The concept is to modify picket leads and create a flume along the floor to divert lamprey for trapping.

2. The structure will also facilitate improved counting of lamprey that are bypassing the count window.  

Anticipate conceptual drawings for FFDRWG review in August.  Tribal lamprey biologists and JDA staff will be involved in the design process to ensure success.
11. The Dalles East Adult Fish Ladder AWS Backup System.  Tackley reported the 90% alternative study review is currently underway.  2014 is the anticipated installation year.  Cordie asked if the fish lock improvements are moving forward as well.  Tackley said he wasn’t sure but he thought it was reasonable to move forward while the selected alternative (Low Level Intake) was designed.  Lee said he thought the fish lock improvements were still under discussion and noted that moving forward with fish lock improvements prior to design development for other parts of the system might mean additional modifications.  Lee also reported that the schedule is still up in the air.  The 90% Agency Technical Review (ATR) team is being developed now.  
12. B2 Corner Collector. 
a. Corner Collector Repairs.  Work window is 3 September through 11 November 2012.  Will correct spalling issues.  The B2CC will return to service prior to Washington Shore being dewatered so it will be available to help address any needed flows through the winter. 

13. Turbine Survival Program
a. Powerhouse 1 open geometry.  The ERDC report will be available in mid-September.  Lorz asked if there is a study planned to look at the PH1 Open Geometry.  Langeslay said there has not been a 1-pager submitted yet.  The question to answer is what is the impact on smaller fish with the open geometry configuration?  Langeslay asked Ploskey if BON is monitored this year and if passage can be determined by unit.  Ploskey said it could be done for Spring, but it would be a single release estimate.  Summer will have the virtual paired release study.  Langeslay recommends a proposal to mine the data already collected.  Lorz said the difference threshold still needs to be discussed.  Eppard is working on pulling together a 1-pager.  
14. JDA Configuration and Operation Plan.  
a. Permanent Top Spillway Weir.  Hanson reported that the permanent TSWs will be designed so the Gantry crane can remove them.  The hydraulic footprint of the permanent TSWs will be the same as the current TSWs.  The permanent TSWs and stoplogs will be permanently installed, though they will be removable to accommodate a five year inspection cycle.  Two closure gates will be designed so the Project can use the Gantry crane to place the gates and close off flow in about 30 minutes.  Currently it takes about 90 minutes to close off flow.  With the permanent design, the Project will have the ability to install deck plates so there will not be an open hole when operating the permanent TSWs.
b. Results of ERDC trip.  ACTION: Rerecich will set up a special FFDRWG to review S Askelson's trip report and to discuss low flow summer spill options/next steps.
15. B2 FGE 
a. Alternatives report.  Plan to finalize the DDR in early July.  Not yet down to one alternative.  The slot filler has ranked high but will look at flow control device as per the Region’s request at the last FFDRWG.  
b. Slot filler schedule.  Project maintenance will not be able to provide support until 1 March.  Currently plan to have Unit 14 OOS from 4 – 14 March for slot filler installation.  Rerecich reported that the work is expected to take two weeks and he has included an additional week for contingency.  
16. B2 Orifices
a. Alternatives report.  Rerecich reported that agency comments have been considered and alternatives are still being reviewed.  Looking at lighting, shortening the orifice tube length.  Looking to turn an existing light tube into an inspection port.  Rerecich would like to still keep the 12” orifice ring on the table but to keep it as a lower priority.  
b. The B2 Orifice PDT and the B2 FGE PDT will be linked as the process moves forward.
Next NWP FFDRWG Meeting:  02 August, 2012 
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