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05 March 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR:
THE RECORD

SUBJECT:
Debris jam at SMF bypass flume.

Around 0900 on 05 March, the smolt monitoring crew called about water spilling over the flume at the SMF.  Project Bios headed down to the monitoring facility to check it out.

Upon arrival, it was decided the ERG should be tripped.  Water was pouring from the top of the flume, flume covers had been lifted off by water and debris.

The ERG had to be tripped because the PDS is currently under clearance and in a state of disassembly due to B2 follow on work.

Once the water started to recede we were able to determine the location of the debris jam and set about removing as many of the logs, sticks and leaves that we could.  

The perf plate, where the PDS water comes back into the flume, was clogged completely.  We were unable to break loose any debris under the bottom perf plate.  

At 1140, everyone went to lunch.  Nothing more could be done until the water level dropped in the flume.  

At 1230, we returned to the flume.  The water levels were about .5-1.0’ in depth.  Biologists pulled fish and debris out of the flume.  12 adult steelhead and one juvenile chinook were released alive below the lower switchgate.  

The bodies of 22 juvenile shad, six adult shad, one peamouth, and one clipped adult steelhead were pulled out of the debris jam.  They were sent down the flume, the debris was hauled out of the flume.  

By 1400, the flume was cleared of debris.  

There appears to be a lot of large debris coming through the system since the ice and trash chute is no longer in operation.  Rather than risk this happening a third time, we will leave the ERG open until sample season starts next week.  

Please see the pictures attached.  
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05 March 2003.  Water spilling from bypass flume.
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05 March 2003.  Bypass flume with water spilling out.

