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23 April 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Spring chinook dead at Bonneville’s Adult Fish Facility (AFF).

1. Project biologists received a phone call from University of Idaho on 23 April notifying them that a spring run adult chinook salmon was found flopping outside the general holding pool in the AFF around 1605 of 22 April 2003.

2. The fish had jumped through a small hole in the netting around the holding pool.  Researchers estimate it had been there no more than a few minutes before being discovered.  They quickly put the fish in the recovery tank to revive it.  When UI left around 1630, the fish was swimming but looked pale.  

3. ODFW was still in the lab after UI left.  They pronounced the fish as dead a few hours later.  

4. Researchers had saved the fish so a project biologist went over around 1230 on 23 April to look at it.  The chinook was unclipped and roughly 39” in length.  There was blood in the eyes and the tail but otherwise looked to be in good condition.  It was sent back to the river via the “glory hole” in the AFF.

5. The hole in the netting has been repaired.  Project biologists will completely replace the netting around the holding pool this winter maintenance period.   We will also keep a close watch on any small holes that may be developing and repair them as soon as we see them.
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