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14 April 2004

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Juvenile salmonid mortalities at the SMF

On 09 April, Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission Smolt Monitoring Personnel reported unusually high mortality numbers in their sample.  Project Biologists inspected DSM2 channel, orifices and gatewells looking for debris and signs of dead fish.  Nothing unusual was seen.

It is almost an annual event to have a brief period of time when higher numbers of morts are seen in the sample.  In past years, this has occurred later in the spring.  Each time a thorough inspection of the juvenile bypass system reveals nothing out of the ordinary.   

Biologists will continue to inspect the juvenile bypass system, looking for potential causes of mortality.
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Reported mortality numbers totaled 35 (12 unclipped  and 23 clipped) yearling chinook, six chinook fry, four unclipped steelhead, 17 (16 unclipped and one clipped) coho out of a total of 9,641 (3,050 fry).

09 April- four unclipped yearling chinook, nine clipped yearling chinook, one unclipped steelhead.  Total sample = 1006

10 April- four unclipped yearling chinook, four clipped yearling chinook, one chinook fry, one unclipped coho, one clipped coho.  Total sample = 1690

11 April-two unclipped yearling chinook, six clipped yearling chinook, five chinook fry, three unclipped coho.  Total sample = 2701

12 April- one unclipped yearling chinook, two clipped yearling chinook.  Total sample = 1430

13 April- two unclipped steelhead, one clipped yearling chinook, five unclipped coho. Total sample = 1095

14 April- one unclipped steelhead, one clipped yearling chinook, one unclipped yearling chinook, seven unclipped fungus ridden coho.  Total sample = 1719
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