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06 July 2004

MEMORANDUM FOR:
THE RECORD

SUBJECT:
Tagging Mortality  

On Friday 02 July 2004, at 12:45 pm we radio tagged an adult steelhead.  Shortly after releasing it into the hauling tank, commotion was heard.  When Dennis opened the lid, he got a face full of water, promptly shut the lid and resumed set up for tagging another fish.  When he checked on the fish a second time, a salmon and steelhead were both floating in the hauling tank.  

Dennis and Mike moved the fish to the small recovery tank on the south wall with fresh water and started working them to get fresh water passing over their gills.  Dennis came and got me from the office.  Both fish were paled and had bruise marks along their posterior dorsal surfaces.  The steelhead regained color and seemed to revive the most and was moved back to the hauling tank, Mike still working it to keep water passing over its gills.  

Dennis and I continued to work the chinook and added a fresh water hose, aerating the water as much as we could.  The steelhead started to pale again and Mike returned the fish to the south wall recovery tank with the chinook.  At this point, it appeared the fish were not going to make it and I pulled the radio transmitters from each fish.  I had Dennis and Mike go release the other fish while I continued working the steelhead and chinook.  

After a period of nearly an hour, both fish were finally trying to stay upright and I released them into the brail pool.  The fish remained swimming in the brail pool while I shut down the lab.  Dennis and Mike returned from release and after we got the trailer back in, we opened the gate from the brail pool and both fish swam on their own volition into the ladder.   

Monday 05July 2004, Dennis and Mike cleaned the glory hole first thing in the morning and found only shad and lamprey.  I cleaned the glory hole in the afternoon while they released fish and found a steelhead carcass.  I scanned the carcass for a PIT tag and it happened to be the same fish we worked up Friday 02 July.  The carcass was starting to fungus and I put it in the glory hole with the other shad and lamprey cleaned out.  

Copied directly from a 06, July 2004 email from Megan Heinrich with University of Idaho.
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