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28 September 2005

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Spirit of Alaska exhaust discharge near Bonneville Lock and Dam.

1000- On 26 September, Fisheries observes what appears to be an oil slick collecting along the log booms at the Bradford Island fishway exit.  

The Environmental Compliance Coordinator talks to the Captain of the Spirit of Alaska in an effort to locate the cause of the slick.  

Fisheries requests the ITS and DSM1 be closed down.  

1010- Fisheries requests the Bradford Island fishway exit be closed.  The exit could not be closed due to the lamprey PIT tag detector in the leaf gate slot.  To reduce flow from the log booms, FV3-9 and FV3-7 are closed.  This put the ladder at orifice flow.  Fish counters and PSMFC (PIT tag) are notified.   Fisheries requests the riggers pull the PIT tag detector and install the exit gate.  This was done, but the exit was not closed.

1020- The ECC requests that the Captain of the Spirit of Alaska turn off engines.  The boats generator exhaust is determined to be the source of the sheen.  The exhaust port is located just above water level near the stern.  The vessel’s generator supplies house power.  The vessel’s second generator is turned on but that generator exhaust has the same effect.   

1030- The vessel crew places oil absorbent pads around the stern.  A vessel skiff for clean up around the ladder exit and the ITS is deployed as well.  Oil absorbent pads are used to pick up exhaust material at these locations.  

1100- Absorbent booms have little effect.  Material appears to be more particulate rather than oily.  Absorbent pads are not designed to collect particulate material and will not pick up diesel or petroleum products in low concentrations.  A barely detectable concentration of this material is observed on the inside of the boom near FV3-7 trashrack.  No visible evidence of material observed near the BI exit or in the fish ladder. 

1200- Fisheries observes exhaust material from the vessel at PH1 forebay near units 4 and 7-10.  

1300- Spirit of Alaska leaves Bonneville Dam.  The standard procedure during future dockings will be to deploy a boom around the stern.  

1534- FV3-7 and FV3-9 in normal operation.  

1548- DSM1 and ITS in normal operation. 

All Day- No evidence of exhaust material observed in fish ladder or tailrace.  No material or unusual fish behavior observed by BI fish counter.  

An ECC report will be forwarded when available.  
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