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8 October 2005

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Oil spill originating upstream of Bonneville Lock and Dam.

On 08 October, Bonneville Dam responded to an oil slick moving downstream.  All surface flows were stopped while the ECC attempted to recover the spill.  Two types of sorbent material – a polypropylene pad and a rubberized boom – were used.  The sheen was too light to recover.  Once the sheen was deemed unrecoverable, surface flow systems were restored to normal operation.  Oregon DEQ, Washington DOE, and the US Coast Guard were notified before returning the system to normal.

Surface flow included the adult fishway exits, adult fishway AWS valves, PH1 ITS and DSM1.  Due to the ITS shutting down, the DSM had to go down too.  Units 1 and 3 were put to standby and units 8 and 9 were operated out of priority.

All systems were returned to normal by 1630 on 08 October.
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