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17 March, 2006

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Sturgeon impacted during Bonneville’s Unit 11 start-up. 

On Thursday, 16 March at 0955, a sea lion observer reported seeing several sturgeon floating on the surface in the tailrace near MU 11.  Some were reported as “gilling”.   Project biologists were contacted and upon arrival at 1002 witnessed one sturgeon floating in the tailrace near MU 11.  

The sequence of events were as follows:

1. Tail logs were removed from MU 11 on Monday, 13 March, from 0805 until 1129.  One project biologist assisted and removed 14 sturgeon from the tail logs and released them to the raceway from the 55 deck.
2. Head gates removed at 0900 on Tuesday, 14 March.

3. STS installed and tested at 1415 on Wednesday, 15 March.

4. MU 11 wicket gates were opened shortly before rolling the unit at 1006 on Thursday, 16 March.

It is not known how many sturgeon may have been killed or injured nor have we identified the exact cause.  We believe MU 11 was brought back into service properly with regard to fish safety.  In the future, project biologists will monitor MU startup or spin-no-load for a unit returning to service.        
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