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03 June 2006
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Adult Chinook mortalities at the SMF separator bars.
On 31 May, biologists had the bulkhead installed in DSM2 so mechanics could repair mechanical screen sweep #1.  
Fish and water were then sent through the ERG from 0718 until 1353 on 31 May.  Flushing water for the two mile pipe automatically came on and stayed on for 30 minutes.
After repairs were completed, the ERG closed and the bulkhead pulled, Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission reported dead adult Chinook on the separator bars.

It is suspected these fish were in the two mile pipe and died after the flushing water turned off.  

Mortalities are not seen with 30 minute flushing, during winter maintenance outages, however, due to the numbers of fish, for in-season outages Project Biologists will manually operate the flushing water to run for the entire outage.
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