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22 July 2008


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Sockeye found in Cascades Island exit ladder.

Project Fisheries observed approximately 30 sockeye, O. nerka, in the Cascades Island ladder between the Upstream Migration Tunnel (UMT) picket leads and count station.  Project Fisheries noted two dead sockeye against the picket leads on 09 July.  One clipped sockeye was recovered on 10 July.
At the 10 July FPOM meeting, the Region approved opening the Cascades Island exit to allow the sockeye to exit the ladder.  The exit was opened the morning of 11 July.  A project fisheries biologist was present when the lamprey barrier at the count station and the fishway exit were opened.  Sockeye were observed exiting the area.  Approximately one week after the exit was open, no sockeye were observed in this area.  Project Fisheries intends to leave the exit open with the UMT picket leads in place until the ladder comes out of service for winter maintenance.
At this time it is unclear how the fish got beyond the UMT picket leads.  During winter maintenance, Project Fisheries will inspect the picket leads for deformation and proper seating.  
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