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22 July 2008
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

1. SUBJECT: Lamprey mortality at Bonneville Dam’s Adult Fish Facility

A. Species – Pacific Lamprey  Lampetra tridentata 
B. Origin – Unknown

C. Length – 68 cm
D. Weight – 474 grams
E. Marks and Injuries – Externally HD PIT tagged, no visible injuries.

F. Cause and Time of Death – Cause unknown.  0000-0700 on 21 July
On 21 July 2008, University of Idaho and NOAA lamprey researchers reported to Bonneville Fisheries they discovered a single adult lamprey mortality located in the easternmost holding tank of the Adult Fish Facility around 0700 on the morning of 21 July.  This lamprey was captured on the morning of 18 July, biological data recorded, and it was externally HD PIT tagged along with nine additional lamprey that were to be used in the experimental flume over the weekend.  After researchers reviewed data from the previous night’s flume test on 17 July, it was determined that the antennas were not functioning properly and the researchers decided not to run any more tests until they were able to collect viable data which could not occur until the night of 20 July.  This batch of lamprey was not used on 20 July testing per request that lamprey held for two or more days would not be PIT/ radio tagged or used for flume work.  University of Idaho researchers checked the tank on the night of 20 July and all lamprey were observed alive and active.  It was determined that this lamprey died sometime between 0000 and 0700 on 21 July.  This batch of lamprey was held for the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation researchers for their translocation project and was collected on the morning of 21 July.

G. Future and Preventative Measures – Reduce lamprey holding time in AFF to no more than 48 hours.
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