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01 August 2008
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Dead chinook at Bonneville’s Adult Fish Facility (AFF).

On 1 August, both NOAA lamprey and CRITFC reported a floating dead chinook in the AFF brail pool to the Project Fisheries biologist.  At 0900 the biologist arrived at the AFF to inspect the fish.  No pictures were taken, but the fish appeared to have been dead for over a day as it was very bloated and oozing fluids when touched.  Upon further inspection, it was discovered that this had been a CRITFC fish.  CRITFC researchers provided complete details on the fish, those are listed below.  The carcass was returned to the river via the AFF drain.

A. Species – Chinook.

B. Origin – wild, unclipped

C. Length – 101.5 cm

D. Weight – Unknown

E. Marks and Injuries noted during tagging- Caudal injury and some mouth damage.  
F. Marks and Injuries found on the carcass– Hole punch in the caudal fin.  Two areas on the right side of the body, about 2-3” in diameter, showed signs of bulging muscle tissue and bodily fluids.  The CRITFC researcher suggested the wounds occurred after the fish became bloated.  
G. Cause and Time of Death – Unknown

H. Future and Preventative Measures – NA

I. Other- On 29 July, CRITFC diverted the chinook into the anesthetic tank, which had 20.2°C water and 18ml clove oil.  They quickly sampled the fish and inserted a PIT tag (tag # 3D9.1C2CCC953F).  The fish had taken ten minutes to recover and needed assistance.  It had swam out of the brail pool slowly.
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