OFFICIAL Notification  

FOR 

NON-ROUTINE OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

COORDINATION DATE-  December 2nd 2008
PROJECT-  Bonneville Lock and Dam
RESPONSE DATE-  December 3rd, 2008,
Description of the problem
There are potentially hundreds of sturgeon in the Bradford Island diffuser pools this year, similar to last year.  In an effort to minimize handling, Project Fisheries and Maintenance have devised a plan to keep the sturgeon safe and reduce unnecessary handling.

Type of outage required
This is a normal winter maintenance outage.  
Impact on facility operation

During a normal dewatering, Fisheries would push fish to tailwater in the A and B branches of Bradford Island.  This year, due to the numbers of sturgeon and the absence of scheduled maintenance on B-Branch, Fisheries plans to push fish to tailwater for A-branch (like normal) and push fish to diffuser FG3-18 on B-branch.  Once fish are at diffuser FG3-18, orifice blocks will be installed in the upstream orifices and the diffuser will be opened to provide flow.  This would prevent dewatering B-branch any lower than FG3-18.
Sturgeon may decide to leave the diffuser pool.  It is anticipated that the diffuser will be open enough to provide flow in the pool and between pools so fish leaving will safely make it to FG3-17.  If needed, downstream diffusers may be opened to continue to provide additional flow as fish move downstream.  
Length of time for repairs

The ladder would remain in this condition until returning to service on 8 or 9 January 2009.
Expected impacts on fish passage
Since the ladder is out of service for maintenance, fish passage will not be possible.  It is anticipated that the flow created by the diffusers will not be enough to attract migrating fish into the B-Branch entrance.  Cascades Island and Washington Shore will remain in operation.  It is anticipated that attraction flow from spillbay #1 and flow from Cascades Island would provide more attraction than the diffuser flow from B-branch.
Comments from agencies

Final results
It is thought that the handling of several hundred large sturgeon would be far more stressful, and unnecessary, than the proposed action, therefore, unless there are significant concerns, the Project plans to move forward with the described actions for dewatering the Bradford Island fishway.

Please email or call with questions or concerns.
Thank you, 

Tammy

Tammy Mackey

NWP Operations Division Fishery Section

Columbia River Coordination Biologist
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