OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION FOR 

NON-ROUTINE OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

NOTIFICATION DATE- 04 July 2009
PROJECT- Bonneville Lock and Dam
RESPONSE DATE- No response required, but comments are always welcome.
Description of the problem- PH1 Ice and Trash Sluiceway (ITS) gate 3B needs to be repaired so the Project can operate the gate in manual and auto.  The repair consists of replacing a keeper pin, which is expected to take about 15 minutes but could take a couple of hours if there are complications.

Type of outage required- The ITS end gate would be closed while crews are working in a manbasket over the chain gate.
Impact on facility operation- There would be no flow through the ITS, though the chain gates would remain set in their current position.

For the gate to operate in auto or manual the pin must be replaced so the gate remains properly aligned in the slot.  If the gate is not repaired, there will be a significant risk of the gate getting stuck in the slot if moved.  

Length of time for repairs- 15 minutes to two hours, depending on the nature of the repairs.
Expected impacts on fish passage- Flow forecasts are expected to be low the week of 12 July.  As such, it is expected that PH1 will not operate for much of the month of July.  There should be minimal numbers of fish passing PH1, through the ITS.

The Project did consider other ways to repair the gate; including pulling the gate from the slot, but due to the placement of the electrical conduit, removing the gate is nearly impossible and impractical for the repairs needed.

The Project also looked at ways to minimize impacts to the ITS while working over the gate but couldn’t find a safe method to repair the gate and keep the ITS open.  

With the expected low flows, 14 July seems like an optimal time to shut down the ITS end gate and make the repairs, while minimizing the potential impacts to fish.  The parts for automating the gates are expected to arrive later in July, so it is prudent to fix the gate now, so it can properly operate in auto, when those parts arrive and are installed.

Final results- Unless there are significant concerns from the Region, the Project will move forward with the repairs, as long as PH1 is not operating.  They will also re-align the tugger line across the forebay so only one outage is necessary (the tugger line work was coordinated for mid to late August).
Please email or call with questions or concerns.
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