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14 July 2010
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Dead salmonids at Bonneville’s Adult Fish Facility (AFF).

On 14 July at 1215 Project Fisheries received a call from the Control Room informing them that researchers in the AFF had reported multiple mortalities. CRITFC had been sampling in the AFF with both flumes running.  A CRITFC researcher noticed that the rubber lining in the north flume began to bulge up and shut down the flume.  University of Idaho and CRITFC researchers worked together to pull back the failed lining and recover fish trapped between the lining and the flume.  It was estimated that one chinook and two steelhead were immediately sent down the flume, their condition unknown.  Fisheries has not recovered any mortalities from the Valve 15 trashrack where mortalities would likely end up.  CRITFC placed one unclipped steelhead in the small recovery tank, which recovered and was returned to the ladder.  Six mortalities were removed from the flume.  The information collected is below.
1. Clipped steelhead – 67.3cm

2. Unclipped sockeye – 47.5cm

3. Clipped female chinook – 75.6 cm

4. Clipped male chinook – 72.4

5. Clipped mini jack chinook – 27.5 cm

6. Unclipped mini jack chinook – 23.1 cm

None of the fish were PIT tagged, no marks or injuries on carcasses.  Future and preventative measures – Mechanics have secured the rubber in the flume by installing rivets along the top portion of the rubber and the leading edge to get through the sample season.  A more permanent fix will be done during 2010/2011 winter maintenance.
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(Failed flume on left)
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