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19 September 2011
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Bradford Island B-branch Emergency dewatering
Bonneville Project dewatered the B-branch section of the Bradford Island adult ladder on 17 September in response to District engineer’s concern over the ladder’s structural integrity. There is significant erosion under the ladder on the south side of the spillway tailrace. The ladder needed to be dewatered out of precaution to prevent failure.

Bonneville Project staff along with District and Fish Field Unit employees isolated B-branch and salvaged fish down to tailwater. A total of 19 adult salmonids and 3 white sturgeon were removed in good condition and released to the forebay. B-branch remains dewatered. On 18 September, a project biologist discovered two white sturgeon mortalities (each approximately 2.5 feet in length) that had occurred when they were squeezed in a gap created by the orifice blocks that are isolating b-branch. That gap was completely closed off by project personnel on 18 September. On 19 September, an adult salmonid mortality was discovered in the dewatered section of b-branch. The fish came over the weir from the junction pool. Temporary fencing is being placed across the top of the weir to prevent this from reoccurring.
A-branch is currently functioning slightly out of FPP criteria. The upper ladder is approximately 4/10s of a foot low and the lower ladder is 2/10s high. These conditions are dictated by forebay elevation as the upper ladder is being fed solely by fishway exit water. There will be a request for a forebay constraint to keep the ladder as close to criteria as possible.

 The repairs on B-branch will begin as soon as a contract is in place.  (See MOC 110920 BON B-branch and WS fishway emergency dewater and repair.doc)
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