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23 May 2012
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: 12BON14 BON U6 headgate morts
Bonneville Fisheries was informed of juvenile fish mortalities on top of the headgates installed in Unit 6. Approximately 120 yearling Chinook and steelhead mortalities were discovered and another 40-45 live fish were removed and returned safely to the river.

The installation of the headgates was done following normal protocol and this procedure has never involved a fish salvage. However, large numbers of juvenile fish in the river may have caused many fish to be in the area when the scroll case was drained, thus stranding these fish on top of the headgates. In addition, the gates were installed in the upstream slot which causes the top of the headgates to dry up when the scroll case is drained. This is not the case when the downstream slot is used. The complication of using the downstream slot is that there is excessive leakage into the scroll case which can preclude the ability to accomplish work there. Once Fisheries was informed, a salvage of the remaining live fish was accomplished using a manbasket and fisheries personnel.

To prevent similar mortalities in the future, Bonneville Project is going to pursue adding wheel seals to the remaining 11 headgates to allow us to place them in the downstream slot thus eliminating the scenario of drying up the headgates and stranding fish. Work plan discussion also needs to take place prior to placing gates to ensure gates are placed in appropriate slots, i.e. in the downstream slots, when there is no plan to access the scroll case, but dewatering is required.  Placing one gate in an upstream slot would be required/recommended when scroll case access is required so tools, equipment and materials can be delivered to the scroll case.  Also, the intake gate slot can be used for emergency egress if necessary.
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