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24 September 2012
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 
SUBJECT: 12JDA21 MFR John Day Dam South fishway (JDA-S) jack mortality.
At 1400 on 21 September, the JDA-S fish counter reported a fish mortality to Project Fisheries.  

Project Fisheries found an unclipped Chinook jack in the middle of the roadway between the count station and the upper control section.  The eye was missing but there were no talon marks.  

A. Species – Chinook
B. Origin – unclipped
C. Length – jack size
D. Marks and tags –  None visible 
E. Marks and Injuries found on carcass – missing eye, damage above the right pectoral fin.
F. Cause and Time of Death – time of death is unknown however the cause of death is believed to be lack of water.  Project Fisheries believes the fish jumped from the fishway and landed on the roadway.  The fish jumping at JDS control section had been historically common, but it was completely eliminated by its modification/ new construction of weirs in 2005.   This is first jumping mortality there in years and it probably represents a behavioral aberration/exception without any underlying hydraulic problem with JDS fishway itself. 
G. Future and Preventative Measures – Project Fisheries will inspect the area daily and check any netting or barriers to ensure they are in proper working condition to prevent future flying fish incidences.
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Sincerely,

Project Fisheries
