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CENWP-OD
Ms. Linda Lorenzen

380 East Knoll Drive
The Dalles, OR  97058

Dear Ms. Lorenzen:


Thank you for your April 28, 2010 letter expressing your concern about the avian hazing activities occurring at The Dalles Dam.  

The new spillwall was not built to deter birds.  The spillwall was built to better guide juveniles through the spillway and into the thalweg (main channel).  The avian array, designed for use with the new spillwall, was anticipated to better deter birds from the tailrace, but it was never expected to eliminate the need for hazing.  Due to nesting falcons, the lines that were to be attached to the bridge could not be installed.  They are slated for installation in the winter to provide better coverage, which may reduce the hazing needed for next summer.

USACE is required, through the 2008 Biological Opinion, to conduct avian hazing activities at our mainstem Columbia River projects.  USACE has contracted with USDA to provide those hazing services since approximately 1994, with the exception of 2006.  USDA’s contract has been modified over the years with the most recent modification reducing the number of hazing days.  Based on bird counts at The Dalles Dam (see the chart attached below), hazing was reduced to those months when the majority of the birds are present.  USDA hazing methods have remained similar over the years, and the type of pyrotechnics applied has not changed.

The Dalles Dam Fisheries office and USDA have taken many steps to assure noise level compliance.  They have spoken with personnel at the Shilo Inn and Oregon veterans home and have received no complaints about the noise from hazing activities.  They contacted management from Mid Columbia Medical Center concerning their new facility and noise levels, but there were no concerns.  They also contacted the city of The Dalles for noise limits, which only apply 11PM to 7AM.  Biologists are in the process of taking decibel readings from various locations to determine if there is a noise level problem.


The 2008 Biological Opinion requires us to haze birds away from migrating juvenile fish during daylight hours during months of peak migration.  We sympathize with your situation, but at this time, we do not have the option to halt our activities during these spring and early summer months.


Sincerely,


Steven R. Miles, P.E.


Colonel, Corps of Engineers

District Commander
Enclosure
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TD graph

		

								2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009

						Apr		7		220		43		55		11		1		213		284		360		379

						May		18		231		540		1011		399		998		1789		4346		3677		2153

						Jun		95		159		256		1388		455		576		848		2987		1548		1576

						Jul		29		50		95		585		387		420		1152		2606		1035		1020

						Aug		12		52		12		594		1293		567		553		805		47		567

						Sep		0		48		37		26		14		41		61		2		0		348
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monthlt DCC count

		

								2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009

						apr		0		9		52		165		5		7		175		6		99		33

						may		0		0		7		1		0		6		24		5		30		46

						jun		0		0		1		0		0		0		4		0		0		8

						jul		0		0		46		2		0		20		10		10		86		51

						aug		0		0		3		71		34		209		206		21		434		444

						sep		67		200		175		296		353		131		880		405		877		1162
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Total DCC 

		

										YEAR

								2000		67

								2001		209

								2002		284

								2003		534

								2004		392

								2005		373

								2006		1299

								2007		447

								2008		649

								2009		1744
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TDD total bird count

		TD birds

				gulls		grebes		Cormorants		total

		4/1/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/2/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/3/2008		0		4		0		4

		4/4/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/5/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/6/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/7/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/8/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/9/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/10/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/11/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/12/2008		0		0		16		16

		4/13/2008		0		0		36		36

		4/14/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/15/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/16/2008		0		0		2		2

		4/17/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/18/2008		0		0		0		0

		4/19/2008		0		0		5		5

		4/20/2008		0		0		4		4

		4/21/2008		30		0		0		30

		4/22/2008		30		0		0		30

		4/23/2008		60		0		0		60

		4/24/2008		30		0		2		32

		4/25/2008		50		0		7		57

		4/26/2008		4		0		12		16

		4/27/2008		4		0		15		19

		4/28/2008		60		0		0		60

		4/29/2008		42		0		0		42

		4/30/2008		50		0		0		50

		5/1/2008		20		0		9		29

		5/2/2008		100		0		0		100

		5/3/2008		150		0		0		150

		5/4/2008		60		0		0		60

		5/5/2008		60		0		0		60

		5/6/2008		50		0		0		50

		5/7/2008		50		0		0		50

		5/8/2008		30		0		9		39

		5/9/2008		0		5		6		11

		5/10/2008		50		0		6		56

		5/11/2008		60		0		0		60

		5/12/2008		206		0		0		206

		5/13/2008		115		0		0		115

		5/14/2008		90		0		0		90

		5/15/2008		150		0		0		150

		5/16/2008		150		0		0		150

		5/17/2008		150		0		0		150

		5/18/2008		250		0		0		250

		5/19/2008		150		0		0		150

		5/20/2008		100		0		0		100

		5/21/2008		120		0		0		120

		5/22/2008		90		0		0		90

		5/23/2008		75		0		0		75

		5/24/2008		75		0		0		75

		5/25/2008		175		0		0		175

		5/26/2008		254		0		0		254

		5/27/2008		380		0		0		380

		5/28/2008		150		0		0		150

		5/29/2008		126		0		0		126

		5/30/2008		146		0		0		146

		5/31/2008		95		0		0		95

		6/1/2008		90		0		0		90

		6/2/2008		206		0		0		206

		6/3/2008		50		0		0		50

		6/4/2008		80		0		0		80

		6/5/2008		45		0		0		45

		6/6/2008		40		0		0		40

		6/7/2008		80		0		0		80

		6/8/2008		80		0		0		80

		6/9/2008		100		0		0		100

		6/10/2008		70		0		0		70

		6/11/2008		9		0		0		9

		6/12/2008		10		0		0		10

		6/13/2008		10		0		0		10

		6/14/2008		20		0		0		20

		6/15/2008		50		0		0		50

		6/16/2008		50		0		0		50

		6/17/2008		50		0		0		50

		6/18/2008		30		0		0		30

		6/19/2008		82		0		0		82

		6/20/2008		30		0		0		30

		6/21/2008		14		0		0		14

		6/22/2008		49		0		0		49

		6/23/2008		20		0		0		20

		6/24/2008		12		0		0		12

		6/25/2008		20		0		0		20

		6/26/2008		102		0		0		102

		6/27/2008		55		0		0		55

		6/28/2008		10		0		0		10

		6/29/2008		64		0		0		64

		6/30/2008		20		0		0		20

		7/1/2008		20		0		0		20

		7/2/2008		15		0		0		15

		7/3/2008		20		0		0		20

		7/4/2008		20		0		0		20

		7/5/2008		20		0		0		20

		7/6/2008		50		0		0		50

		7/7/2008		20		0		0		20

		7/8/2008		30		0		0		30

		7/9/2008		12		0		0		12

		7/10/2008		60		0		0		60

		7/11/2008		50		0		0		50

		7/12/2008		20		0		0		20

		7/13/2008		30		0		0		30

		7/14/2008		80		0		0		80

		7/15/2008		40		0		0		40

		7/16/2008		40		0		0		40

		7/17/2008		72		0		0		72

		7/18/2008		55		0		4		59

		7/19/2008		162		0		0		162

		7/20/2008		40		0		13		53

		7/21/2008		20		0		10		30

		7/22/2008		80		0		0		80

		7/23/2008		20		0		0		20

		7/24/2008		10		0		0		10

		7/25/2008		20		0		0		20

		7/26/2008		5		0		4		9

		7/27/2008		5		0		4		9

		7/28/2008		10		0		9		19

		7/29/2008		2		0		13		15

		7/30/2008		7		0		15		22

		7/31/2008		0		0		14		14

		8/1/2008		3		0		6		9

		8/2/2008		5		0		16		21

		8/3/2008		1		0		20		21

		8/4/2008		1		0		10		11

		8/5/2008		0		0		5		5

		8/6/2008		0		0		0		0

		8/7/2008		0		0		0		0

		8/8/2008		0		0		2		2

		8/9/2008		0		0		21		21

		8/10/2008		0		0		6		6

		8/11/2008		0		0		0		0

		8/12/2008		2		0		21		23

		8/13/2008		1		0		16		17

		8/14/2008		2		0		37		39

		8/15/2008		1		0		3		4

		8/16/2008		1		0		31		32

		8/17/2008		0		0		16		16

		8/18/2008		0		0		0		0

		8/19/2008		0		0		8		8

		8/20/2008		0		0		0		0

		8/21/2008		0		0		0		0

		8/22/2008		0		0		4		4

		8/23/2008		0		0		30		30

		8/24/2008		0		0		8		8

		8/25/2008		0		0		15		15

		8/26/2008		0		0		36		36

		8/27/2008		0		0		42		42

		8/28/2008		8		0		20		28

		8/29/2008		0		0		31		31

		8/30/2008		22		0		30		52

		8/31/2008		25		0		35		60

		9/1/2008		4		0		52		56

		9/2/2008		0		0		60		60

		9/3/2008		0		0		0		0

		9/4/2008		0		0		32		32

		9/5/2008		0		0		7		7

		9/6/2008		0		0		40		40

		9/7/2008		0		0		38		38

		9/8/2008		0		0		58		58

		9/9/2008		0		0		31		31

		9/10/2008		0		0		39		39

		9/11/2008		0		0		67		67

		9/12/2008		0		0		74		74

		9/13/2008		0		0		53		53

		9/14/2008		10		0		93		103

		9/15/2008		0		0		31		31

		9/16/2008		0		0		89		89

		9/17/2008		0		0		41		41

		9/18/2008		0		0		7		7

		9/19/2008		0		0		25		25								totals

		9/20/2008		0		0		40		40						2000		238

		9/21/2008		0		0		0		0						2001		969

		9/22/2008		0		0		0		0						2002		1277

		9/23/2008		0		0		0		0						2003		4207

		9/24/2008		0		0		0		0						2004		2951

		9/25/2008		0		0		0		0						2005		2979

		9/26/2008		0		0		0		0						2006		5966

		9/27/2008		0		0		0		0						2007		11477

		9/28/2008		0		0		0		0						2008		8276

		9/29/2008		0		0		0		0						2009		7787

		9/30/2008		0		0		0		0

				14		0		877		891
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Sheet2

		

								2000		2001		2002		2003		2004		2005		2006		2007		2008		2009

						april		7		220		43		55		11		1		213		284		360		379

						may		18		231		540		1011		399		998		1789		4346		3677		2153

						june		95		159		256		1388		455		576		848		2987		1548		1576

						july		29		50		143		597		387		440		1162		2616		678		1020

						august		12		52		12		594		1293		567		553		805		47		567

						sept.		0		48		37		26		14		41		61		2		0		348

								Apr		May		Jun		Jul		Aug		Sep

						2000		7		18		95		29		12		0

						2001		220		231		159		50		52		48

						2002		43		540		256		143		12		37

						2003		55		1011		1388		597		594		26

						2004		11		399		455		387		1293		14

						2005		1		998		576		440		567		41

						2006		213		1789		848		1162		553		61

						2007		284		4346		2987		2616		805		2

						2008		360		3677		1548		678		47		0

						2009		379		2153		1576		1020		567		348
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