OFFICIAL COORDINATION REQUEST FOR 

NON-ROUTINE OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

COORDINATION TITLE- 13TDA02 TDA-N extended outage
COORDINATION DATE- 20 Feb 2013
PROJECT- The Dalles Lock and Dam
RESPONSE DATE-  ASAP
Description of the problem- The adult PIT tag antenna installation for the north ladder count station is behind schedule and requires additional days to complete installation. The delay is due to the completion of the new crowder grating debris deflector.  The contractors are pushing to receive it earlier, but expectations are arrival Mar 8. They are prepared to work through the weekend installing it, which would allow water up of the fishladder Monday Mar 11.
Options include not installing the grating deflector and returning fishway Feb 28 or waiting for the arrival of the grating and delaying the fishway outage ~8 days. It is unknown how much debris buildup would occur without the grating in place.

Type of outage required- North fishway dewatered.  
Impact on facility operation-North fishway will not return on Mar 1 per Fish Passage Plan.
Length of time for repairs- 8 days
Expected impacts on fish passage- The proposed outage extension is not likely to impact salmon, steelhead, bull trout, or Pacific lamprey.
Salmon and Steelhead:  Adult fish passage numbers are typically low at the start of fish passage season. Looking at available data from 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2012, total dam passage for March 1-8 ranged from 2-38 steelhead daily and a total of 5 Chinook salmon total over these 4 years. North Fish Ladder passage comprised ~10% of these totals.  Given that the East Fish Ladder is currently in full operation, that there is no spill occurring during the operation (less attraction to North Fish Ladder), and that few salmonids are migrating at this time, this operation should have little to no delay effect for upstream migrants.

Bull Trout:  Of the five distinct population segments (DPS) of bull trout listed as threatened by the USFWS, the Columbia River DPS is the only one that is likely to occur in the vicinity of The Dalles Dam.  For another project, WDFW and Corps personnel provided a list of anecdotal sightings/captures of bull trout in the mainstem Columbia River.  From 2000 through 2012 there were eleven bull trout reported.  Three were downstream of Bonneville Dam, with two at the mouth of Hamilton Creek (RM 143) and one in 2005 at the Bonneville Dam Smolt Monitoring Facility (RM 144).  Upstream of the dam, one bull trout was found at Cascade Locks (RM 149), two at Drano Lake (RM 162), two at the mouth of the Klickitat River (RM 180.5), one in 2002 at the John Day Dam Smolt Monitoring Facility (RM 215), and one possible sighting at Dog Creek Falls by a reputable WDFW creel sampler who observed ‘18- to 24-inch (cutthroat or Dolly Varden trout) working old redds below the splash pool over the course of two weeks.’  

Fish passage data from the Bonneville Dam show only three sightings of bull trout moving through the fish ladders for 2000 through 2011 during the fish counting season (April 1 through October 31).  These sightings occurred between May 30, 2009 and June 2, 2009 and were reported as ‘12-inch bull trout moving upstream’ through the count window on each occasion.  

Given that the East Fish Ladder is currently in full operation, that there is no spill occurring during the operation (less attraction to North Fish Ladder), and the timing of rare bull trout sightings at Bonneville Dam, this operation should have little to no delay effect for upstream migrating bull trout.
Pacific Lamprey:  The adult lamprey migration typically begins in May, and lamprey passage at The Dalles Dam prior to June 1 is extremely rare.  Based on available count data, no lamprey have been counted at The Dalles in March.  Furthermore, given the lack of spill (attraction flow), lamprey approaching the dam will likely be attracted to the powerhouse and fully operational East Fish Ladder.  Thus, the proposed extension should have no affect on lamprey passage.
Comments from agencies

USFWS- -----Original Message-----
From: Wills, David [mailto:david_wills@fws.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2013 2:15 PM
To: Mackey, Tammy M NWP
Cc: Jeff Krupka; Judy Neibauer
Subject: Fwd: FPOM: Official Coordination- 13TDA02 TDA-N extended outage (UNCLASSIFIED)

Tammy,

Since 2006 there have been no recorded ladder observations of bull trout at The Dalles Dam.  However, there are ladder observation records of bull trout in the Bonneville Dam ladder as early as late May and at John Day Dam as early as mid-June.  

Since the regionally supported adult PIT tag antenna installation for the north ladder count station is behind schedule and would require additional days to complete installation in the north ladder, the ladder would not be watered up until March 11 which is after the usual ladder date of return from winter maintenance on March 1 as directed by the Fish Passage Plan.  Although not specified in the coordination request, I’m assuming the East ladder will be up and running by March 1 to provide a passage route for fish.  I believe that the proposed 10 day ladder closure extension into early March might impact migratory bull trout (a very small “might”, in my opinion), but would certainly not jeopardize the bull trout population.  However, since the proposed action is outside the routine operation of the project covered in our 2000 BiOp, my thinking is that the Corps should informally consult on the issue with the Service.  I suggest the Corps contact Jeff Krupka or Judy Niebauer in our Wenatchee office for Ecological Services (509-665-3508).  They will be able to help you determine exactly what may or may not be needed for this situation and help you with any consultation questions.  Dave
NOAA Fisheries- 
-----Original Message-----
From: Trevor Conder - NOAA Federal [mailto:trevor.conder@noaa.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2013 5:33 PM
To: Mackey, Tammy M NWP
Subject: Re: FPOM: Official Coordination- 13TDA02 TDA-N extended outage (UNCLASSIFIED)

Tammy, If you haven't heard from Gary yet, go ahead and keep the ladder dewatered for an additional day and we'll discuss this coordination tomorrow.  -Trevor

-----Original Message-----
From: Gary Fredricks - NOAA Federal [mailto:gary.fredricks@noaa.gov] 
Sent: Friday, March 01, 2013 3:06 PM
To: Mackey, Tammy M NWP
Subject: Re: FPOM: Official Coordination- 13TDA02 TDA-N extended outage (UNCLASSIFIED)

Tammy,  I've been in Mississippi the past week.  No problem with the outage, there isn't much passage here without spill (or even with spill, for that matter).  Thanks,  Gary

PM-E (Tackley)- -----Original Message-----
From: Tackley, Sean C NWP 
Sent: Friday, March 01, 2013 2:01 PM
To: Klatte, Bernard A NWP; Mackey, Tammy M NWP; Cordie, Robert P NWP; Keller, Paul S NWP; Randall, Jeffrey W NWP; Kovalchuk, Erin H NWP
Subject: The Dalles North IWW extension (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Caveats: NONE

Hi all,

I just spoke with Trevor Conder.  We discussed the status of the North Ladder PIT antenna installation, fish passage numbers, and the IWW extension request.  He said that it was reasonable to leave the ladder out of service until at least Monday (March 6), when Gary Fredricks will have an opportunity to comment (he was down at ERDC).  I will be out of the office on Monday, so please contact Gary at your earliest convenience!

Dave Wills also had some comments and requested informal consultation regarding bull trout.  Given that bull trout have not been recorded at The Dalles, have only been observed at Bonneville Dam in May-June, and that the East Fish Ladder (the primary passage route at the project) is currently operating, extending the outage of the North Fish Ladder to March 11 is not likely to affect or impact bull trout.  Dave suggested consulting with personnel from their Wenatchee office.  I'll try to call today and see if they are concerned.  Regardless, I made some revisions to the fish impacts section of the MOC to address bull trout and lamprey (see attached).  Thanks, Sean

Final results- TDA-N will remain out of service to allow for the completion of the PIT tag detector installation.  Water up date is expected to be 11 March.
Please email or call with questions or concerns.
Thank you, 

Tammy

Tammy Mackey

NWP Operations Division Fishery Section

Columbia River Coordination Biologist

503-961-5733 
Tammy.m.mackey@usace.army.mil 

