JOHN DAY DAM AVIAN PREDATION HAZING PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

October, 2013

History

Springtime and summer gull predation on juvenile salmon and steelhead at John Day Dam has been significantly reduced since 2010, when a new, comprehensive 125-line array was installed in the tailrace BRZ. Also, USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) began the boat-based hazing activities immediately downstream of JD BRZ that year.  Prior to 2010, 50 to 400 gulls were continuously observed in the tailrace BRZ for several weeks from late April to mid-June, during the peak of smolt migration seasons.  Since 2010, these numbers have been significantly reduced both in number and time “on-site foraging” due to the new avian array and bird hazing activities.  Gull numbers are generally dependent on outmigration smolt patterns.  Gulls used to be the only persistent foragers in the JD tailrace observation zones.
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Double crested cormorants (Phalacrocorax auritus) are observed September through November in the tailrace when juvenile outmigration is over.

Western grebes (Aechmophorus occidentalis) are observed in the forebay. The peak period for grebes is May and June when 20 to 80 are observed.
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American white pelicans (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) have been observed in the vicinity of the lower tailrace and in the forebay beginning in 2006.  Pelicans have increased from the 5 - 10 to the occasional 50 or so.  

Summary 

With the measures taken in 2010, the John Day Project has not had a gull predation problem; only the gulls used to be a significant issue here. The John Day Project plans to continue with the current 8-hour shift of hazing from a boat, 7 days a week, from mid April through July since it is the necessary minimum guaranteeing almost complete gull abatement. I want to emphasize that the JD avian array by itself can't provide a predation-free tailrace BRZ without this supplemental boat-based hazing.
