AVIAN PREDATION DETERRENT PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
Lower Granite Dam
October, 2013
General:  Lower Granite Dam implements an avian predation control program to reduce impacts of piscivorous waterbirds in the vicinity of the dam.  This includes physical deterrent structures including perch deterrents and a wire array covering portions of both the spillway and powerhouse portions of the tailrace.  Avian hazing activities, including pyrotechnics, are used annually during the peak juvenile outmigration period and are normally implemented from the beginning of April through the end of June for 8 to 16 hours per day.  The effectiveness of avian predation deterrent measures are analyzed annually, at a minimum, in coordination with FPOM, and modified as appropriate.

Nearly all roosting areas of concern have had bird spike wire installed to deter piscivorous bird activity in recent years.  In particular spike wire has been installed along the spillway side of the navigation lock, on light poles near the navigation lock, and on buoys in the dam forebay.  Piano wire has also been installed on the hand railings on the navigation lock to deter cormorants from perching and preying on fish passing by spill.  
The implementation of 16-hour per day hazing during the peak fish outmigration period (from April 21 to June 1) has, in our opinion, been very effective and greatly reduced gull numbers in the tailrace area.  We are somewhat more fortunate than some other sites in that we are a little smaller and control agents appear to be able to effectively haze gulls from shoreline areas.  We do not believe a boat would greatly benefit hazing activities at this site.

Problem Species and Control Status:  Hazing activities by APHIS control personnel appear to be quite effective on both species of gulls (California and ring-billed) but certainly less so for double-crested cormorants.   In the last three years the abundance of American white pelicans has greatly increased at Lower Granite.  They frequent an island (“Prop Island”) about 3 miles directly below the dam and stage up and downriver from that site.  In particular they are often noted (in abundance) directly below the fish facility and about 20 feet off the shoreline.  Control of this listed species is obviously problematic but given the rapid buildup in numbers the last couple of years (over 100 individuals on some dates) we believe some measures should be implemented if possible.
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Proposed Prioritized Control Actions
Planned for 2014:
1.  
Continue with current avian deterrent program, including 16-hour per day hazing activities during the April 21 – June 1 time period.
2. 
 Attempt slightly more gull hazing in zone SWT2.
3.  
Implement limited lethal take on gulls.
Wish List:

4.  
Press for some limited form of control on American White Pelicans as numbers have rapidly built up at this site.  Or modify the habitat on Prop Island to make it less favorable as a roosting site for pelicans.
