prioritized avian predation deterrent alternative actions
McNary Lock and Dam

October, 2013
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Planned for 2014:
1.  Hazing with pyrotechnics from shore, 16 hours a day during busy times (April 20 through July 12), and 8 hours a day, staggered, at other times (March 30 - April 19, July 13 – August 2) during smolt outmigration, combined with lethal take.  Try to get APHIS personnel to also go out on the outfall pipe walkway.

      JUSTIFICATION:  This has been the most effective traditional method for deterring 

      predacious birds.  Adding lethal take would significantly increase its effectiveness.  It     

                  doesn’t take birds long to figure out that you are just kidding.  Throw in some real 
   

                  birdshot and you will get their attention.  Access to the outfall pipe would put APHIS 

                  within reach of the problem area when the boat isn’t available. 

2. Boat hazing, three times a week, staggered, as an experiment, during busy times, inside the BRZ, combined with lethal take.

      JUSTIFICATION:  Boat hazing has worked very well at Ice Harbor and other 

                  locations.  Combining it with lethal take would significantly increase its 

                  effectiveness.

3. Electronic bird alarms.

      JUSTIFICATION:  We have only started using these recently, but they seem to be 


      fairly inexpensive without the headaches and danger of managing propane cannons.

4. Propane cannons.

      JUSTIFICATION:  They are fairly effective, and we have five of them on hand.  
 
      Might as well use them.

Wish List:

5.  Remove the rocks by the navlock wall and near the Washington boat ramp.  

JUSTIFICATION:  Need to remove or haze roosting sites, or work on a way to discourage the birds from roosting there.     

6. Experimental techniques:  We would like to consider an infrasound study if CRFM could come up with the bucks.  Right now we are worried about even having enough money to pay our staff next year, as we will lose “Trap and Transport” money.


      JUSTIFICATION:  Infrasound, for one, may be very effective.  It at least deserves a 
   

                  trial, if we can come up with the money.
