
AGENDA

Bonneville Pinnipeds: Plans for 2014 and Beyond
September 18, 2013 (1000-1600)

CRITFC new offices, 12th floor, Columbia Room
700 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 1200

Portland, Oregon 97232

Conference line: 1-626-677-3000
Access/Security code: 415202  

Objective: The objective of this meeting is to have the agencies that are engaged in the pinniped issue share and discuss information on planned work for the upcoming years (2014-2018).  Additional topics surrounding this issue will also be discussed if time permits.  
Brief introductions of all participants

1. Observation Program – January through May (USACE)

1.1. Brief update from FFU on 2013 data.

1.2. The Corps plans to reduce observation effort due to funding constraints. 

1.3. The FFU is working with Bryan Wright to develop a new sampling design.

1.4. A reduction in observation hours will likely cause less individual sea lion identification.

1.5. The current BiOp runs through 2018.  Will monitoring of pinnipeds be required in the next BiOp?

1.6. Are there any plans for other agencies to take over monitoring/observation?
2. Fall Observation Pilot Program – October through December (USACE)  

2.1. Stellers have been arriving at BON in September.  They are primarily consuming salmonids and sturgeon in the tailrace.
2.2. The Corps conducted a pilot program to observe this predation during Oct-Dec in 2011 & 2012.
2.3. Currently the FFU does not have the personnel needed to perform a full observation program in the fall/early winter.
2.4. Is this program needed to monitor the impact of Stellers on sturgeon and salmonids?  If needed, who will provide funding and/or staff?

3. Removal Program (ODFW & WDFW)

3.1. Brief update from the states.
3.2. What is the general plan for 2014?  More or less trapping?
3.3. Will the States pursue a removal program after this permit expires?
4. Branding and Tagging (ODFW & WDFW)
4.1. Brief update from the states.
4.2. What is the general plan for 2014?
4.3. Will there be any Steller branding in 2014?
4.4. The use of oil-based paintballs would allow for identification within a season.  Effective use of paintballs for marking would require some planning before deployment.
4.5. Are there any other marking methods that can be used?
5. Hazing (USDA & CRITFC)
5.1. Dam-based hazing will be the same as years past.  March-May, 7 days/wk, 8 hrs/day.
5.2. Brief update from CRITFC on boat-based hazing.
5.3. Will there be boat-based hazing in 2014?  How many days?
5.4. Should hazing be expanded to cover Sept-Dec and Jan-Feb?
5.5. Should daily hazing schedules be altered to provide better coverage?  USDA generally covers early morning until early afternoon (miss late afternoon predation).  CRITFC generally covers the middle of day when there is less predation.  We have two groups hazing the middle of the day.  Weekends are only covered by one USDA hazer. 
5.6. Any new hazing methods?
5.7. Possible upcoming tests of RC boats for hazing.  If the Corps can line up these tests, when should they be conducted?  January, when Stellers are present or wait until both pinniped species are present in April.
6. Bonneville Dam Security
6.1. Is the current security configuration adequate?  
6.2. Bonneville has contracted security guards.  One guard at OR gate, one at WA gate and one in a roving vehicle.  They are armed, but are not law enforcement officers.
6.3. Bonneville has Park Rangers.  They are natural resource rangers, not law enforcement rangers, hence no weapons or power to arrest.
6.4. OR & WA have called their law enforcement when necessary.
7. Future Plans
7.1. Discussion on where this issue is headed in the next 5 years.
7.2. Is there an ‘end-point’?
8. Bonneville Project Support
8.1. Is there a need for crane support in 2014?
8.2. Bonneville built a new platform in the old navigation lock that should aid in viewing the traps.
9. Communication and Information Sharing
9.1. Is more communication needed?  A simple email ring among the project leads may be sufficient.
9.2. Is there a better way to disseminate information among the groups?  This can be broken out into short-term (e.g. do not go near the traps) and long-term (e.g. sharing data on brand resights).
10. Upriver Sea Lions
10.1. Brief update from CRITFC.

10.2. Brief update from the States.

10.3. Any plan of action beyond what is being done now?

11. Update on Legal Issues
11.1. Arguments to be delivered to the 9th Circuit Court on 20 September 2013.

11.2. H.R. 1308: Endangered Salmon and Fisheries Predation Prevention Act.  This bill was assigned to a congressional committee on March 21, 2013, which will consider it before possibly sending it on to the House or Senate as a whole.
12. Proposal to Delist the Eastern DPS of the Steller Sea Lion (NOAA)
12.1. Brief update from NOAA.
13. Public Relations
13.1. Any new course of action?

13.2. Same POCs?
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