FPP Change Form
Change Request Number: 08LWG006-a
Date:  2-6-09
Proposed by:  D Benner, FPC
Location of Change:  LGR Section 2.3.2.2 n
Proposed Change:  
Current Language:
n.  Adult Trap Holding Tanks.  Protocols for operating the adult trap for research and other activities are covered in Appendix G.  This criterion supplements that appendix and governs use of the holding tanks for research or broodstock collection and the water supply for the tanks.  The water supply for the trap comes from the diffuser water supply at the top of the ladder and trap operations can affect the amount of water in the ladder proper.  Operating all six holding tanks requires an estimated reservoir elevation of approximately 734.5 msl.

1.  No holding tanks can be used prior to September 1 of each year if their usage affects the amount of water passing down the fish ladder and a water depth of less than 12 inches of water is maintained over the ladder weirs.
2.  After September 1 of each year, the two smaller of the six holding tanks only may be used to hold adult fish, for hatchery broodstock or other research needs, if Lower Granite reservoir is operating within MOP (elevation 733 to 734 msl).     
3.  Additional holding tanks may be used if Lower Granite reservoir is raised to MOP+1.3 or greater and a water depth of 12 inches or greater over the ladder weirs is maintained as measured at the diffuser 14 staff gauge.  Current configuration and operation of the adult fish trap are being reviewed during winter maintenance period 2009.  Changes if needed to existing configurations will be completed prior to the fish passage season. If any changes in the Lower Granite reservoir elevation are needed, these will be coordinated through CENWW-OD-T, in consultation with NOAA Fisheries, and the regional members of FPOM.
Proposed Language:

n.  Adult Trap Holding Tanks.  Protocols for operating the adult trap for research and other activities are covered in Appendix G.  This criterion supplements that appendix and governs use of the holding tanks for research or broodstock collection and the water supply for the tanks.  The water supply for the trap comes from the diffuser water supply at the top of the ladder and trap operations can affect the amount of water in the ladder proper.  Operating all six holding tanks may require that modifications be made to the auxiliary water supply to diffuser #14. 

1.  Prior to and during the period of use of any holding tanks at the Adult Trap, the COE should inspect and clean if necessary the intake to the diffuser #14 auxiliary water supply.  Additionally, the COE should inspect and repair potential sources of leakage in the diffuser #14 water supply.
2.  No holding tanks can be used prior to September 1 of each year if their usage affects the amount of water passing down the fish ladder and a water depth of less than 12 inches of water is maintained over the ladder weirs.
3.  After September 1 of each year, the two smaller of the six holding tanks only may be used to hold adult fish, for hatchery broodstock or other research needs, if the use of more tanks will limit the ability of the LGR fish ladder to meet its depth over ladder weir criteria.   

4.  Additional holding tanks may be used if modifications are made to the diffuser #14 water supply that allow a water depth of 12 inches or greater over the ladder weirs in addition to meeting the needs of the additional tanks.  
Current configuration and operation of the adult fish trap are being reviewed during winter maintenance period 2009.  Changes if needed to existing configurations will be completed prior to the fish passage season. If any changes in the Lower Granite reservoir elevation are needed, these will be coordinated through CENWW-OD-T, in consultation with NOAA Fisheries, and the regional members of FPOM.  In-season operational changed that deviate from MOP will be coordinated through TMT.
Reason for Change:   Previous language appears to limit researchers to two small tanks after Sept 1, if LGR is operating to MOP.  Also, more than two tanks can only be used when LGR is operated to MOP 1.3.  If the Aux water supply (at any reservoir elevation) enables ladder criteria to be met along with more than two tanks, researchers should be allowed to use additional tanks.  Also, it is still unclear as to the benefit of operating LGR pool to MOP 1.3 relative to MOP (stated by COE Jan 2009 FPOM).
Comments from others: 
USFWS- agree with language plus the additional sentence at the end.
Record of Final Action: language added to FPP.
