FPP Change Form
Change Request Number:  08MCN009
Date: 22 December 2008 / Revised 22 Jan. 2009, as a do out from the 8 Jan . 2009 FPOM meeting
Proposed by:  NWW – Operations Division
Location: MCN-2.3.1.2.  b. 10 page  MCN-10.
Proposed Change:  When extreme cold weather is forecasted (as defined as: anticipated temperatures below 20o Fahrenheit for 24 hours) to occur for an extended period of time between Thanksgiving and December 15, ESBSs and STSs may be removed.   The project will first request special permission from CENWW-OD-T.  CENWW-OD-T will inform NOAA Fisheries and other FPOM participants of the action. 
Reason for Change:  STS and ESBS require annual maintenance to have them in reliable condition for the following collection season. December 15 has been the historic last day for operation of bypass facilities.  Extreme weather has occurred as early as October in years past and sudden extended cold periods have led to  fish screens becoming stuck or frozen in the gatewells.  This requires dive service contracts and special operations for their removal.  Additionally this has  led to increased risk to personnel and equipment related cold weather and icing.  
Comments from others:
NOAA- If there in one project where screens should be left in all winter, it is McNary.  These screens provide some measure of fallback protection for the large overwintering population of summer steelhead in the McNary forebay.  Early removal of screens is something that should not be taken lightly.  This issue needs a more thorough review of the circumstances that lead to stuck screens in the gatewells.  In any case, it is difficult to define extreme cold as one day below 20° F.  We do not agree with the change at this time and recommend a specific FPOM discussion of the issue including some estimates of the effect on adult steelhead survival.  Any changes to the FPP can be made prior to the cold weather season.  

USFWS- agree with changes

Record of Final Action:  Discussed at the March 2009 FPOM.  Changes not approved for MCN.
