Change Request Number: 09LMN002
Date: 1/4/2009
Proposed by:  Walla Walla District, COE
Proposed Change:  Resume daily smolt monitoring starting April 1 at Little Goose and Lower Monumental Dams.
Reason for Change:  The Corps is responsible for providing safe fish passage at collector projects.  Daily smolt monitoring information on the condition of fish using the full flow bypass system is needed in order for Corps biologists to ensure safe fish passage and to identify harmful failures within the full flow bypass system.  
Corps biologists utilize daily information collected on the condition of fish (descaling and injuries) to determine if there are problems within the bypass system such as damaged screens, damaged perforated plates, plugged pipes, plugged orifices, etc. that could cause fish injuries.  If there are signs of non-typical injuries or descaling for three consecutive days, Corps biologists conduct inspections of the bypass system for mechanical failures or other debris related problems.  
Without a daily sample of fish using the full flow bypass system, the Corps is not able to adequately monitor and ensure safe passage fish.
Comments from others:
Record of Final Action:  Approved at January 2009 meeting.
