FPP Change Form
Change Request Number:    09LWG002
Date: November 17, 2008
Proposed by: Mike Halter / Kent Blevins – Lower Granite Dam Fisheries Biologists
Proposed Change: Install new separator bars overlaying the original separator bars.  These bars are constructed of 1 inch diameter ridged aluminum tubing spaced 1 1/16 to 1 1/8 inches apart covering the entire surface of the separator.  Proposed operations would commence when the SMP crews notice a spike in the “minijacks” in the collected sample. The project biologist and CENWW-OD-T will be notified at that time. This operation would start in mid October and end at normal juvenile fish passage season October 31, or as noted by Corps Biologist, the absence of “minijack” in the collection.  If research extends collection of fish past normal juvenile fish passage season at Lower Granite, the removal of the new separator bars will occur when the SMP crews note the lack of “minijacks” in the sample around mid November. 
Reason for Change:  To reduce the number of “minijacks” in the collection and return them to the river instead of sending them to the sample holding tanks where they are separated prior to anesthetizing or anethetized and sampled, then returned to the river and fishery.  Reduce stress and injury levels among the juveniles in the collection by separating the “minijacks out of the collection.  We saw a significant increase in jack numbers ranging between 30 and 34 centimeters in length this season.  Their small size allowed them to slip between the separator bars we normally operate with.
Comments from others:
NOAA- Assurance of continuous monitoring at the separator for potential gilling, and other  injury, etc. will not happen. 
IDFG is concerned that separators can increase stress and latent mortality, and only support their use when the biological benefits will likely be greater than the potential impacts.

From our understanding [Idaho] the subyearling collected at LGR in October have relatively high SARs whether we transport or bypass them.

If this is correct, maybe it would be best to go to full flow bypass when there are large numbers of mini-jacks present.

Washington SMP  edits above.
Record of Final Action:
Included in wording to Special Operations Appendix A, Lower Granite Dam
