FPP Change Form
Change Request Number: 12MCN004 MCN ESBS Cold Weather Operations
Date:  December 13, 2011
Proposed By: John Bailey, Operations Division, Walla Walla District
Proposed Change:  
This new criteria addresses screen removal procedures in the event extreme cold weather occurs between Thanksgiving and December 15.
“(New) Section 2.3.1.2:

b. Extended-Length Submersible Bar Screens and Vertical Barrier Screens.
10.  When extreme cold weather is forecasted (as defined as: anticipated

temperatures below 20o Fahrenheit for 24 hours) to occur for an extended period

of time between Thanksgiving and December 15, ESBSs and STSs may be

removed. The project will first request special permission from CENWW-OD-T.

CENWW-OD-T will inform NOAA Fisheries and other FPOM participants of the

action.
Reason for Change:  
This proposed change would establish consistent screen removal criteria between juvenile fish facilities during extreme cold weather. This passage was included in the Ice Harbor, Lower Monumental and Lower Granite sections of the 2011 Fish Passage Plan, but not included in the sections concerning McNary and Little Goose dams.

Comments from others:

1/20/12 FPOM: 

Fredricks - this operation would have negative effects on steelhead during this time of year by removing screens and passing fish through turbines.  He noted that the Wagner report found steelhead moving through the system in November and early December.  Ok with changing direction of the bypass but not taking the bypass out of service.  Ok with current date of Dec 15 for screen removal since that date was previously coordinated to perform necessary maintenance during time of lowest passage, but early removal is not acceptable.  Pulling the screens kills adult fish.  What are the consequences to the screens if they stay in until Dec 15?

Lorz: until another route for fallbacks is found, stick with current plan of Dec 15.  If there is a need to work on screens early, then the issues could come to FPOM for further discussion.
1/30/12 NOAA Memo: We do not support this change at this time without further discussion in FPOM.  The bypass system is an important route of passage for fallback adults and pulling the ESBSs at this time of year would likely have a negative effect on steelhead fallback survival based on the rate and timing of fallback reported in Wagner and Hillson’s 1993, McNary adult fallback report. The only time we would support this action would be if there were a severe issue of screens freezing in place or excessive head differentials due to ice, and even then, an alternative route of passage should be provided.   

Record of Final Action:  
DENIED by FPOM at the 1/20/12 FPP Meeting.  
