FPP Change Request Form
Change Request Number: 12MCN008 Sec. 2.3.2.2.e Operation of Washington Adult Fishway Entrances
Date:  February 21, 2012
Project:  McNary
Proposed by / Affiliation:  Ken Fone, Carl Dugger / NWW
Location of Change (FPP Section):  McNary 2.3.2.2.e  Fish Passage Period
Proposed Change (in track changes to existing section):
  “North Shore Entrances (WFE 2 & 3).


1.  Operate 2 downstream gates.


2.  Weir depth:  8’ or greater below tailwater.”
Reason for Change: 

Last year, Walla Walla District engineers examined as-built contract drawings 68-C-27 and discovered that the sills for the WFE weir gate slots were permanently raised up by the addition of concrete in the late 1960s.  This may have been done after the construction of John Day Dam created higher tailwater levels for McNary.  WFE2 and WFE3 sills were raised up by 8.67’ and WFE1 sill was raised by 14.59’.  The resulting calculated minimum weir gate elevations are 252.67’ for WFE2 and WFE3, and 256.92’ for WFE1.  In early February, minimum weir gate elevations measured in the field were very close to these elevations.

These findings mean that the WFE weir gate depth criterion for salmonids of at least 8’ is attained at WFE2 and WFE3 during tailwater elevations of 260.67’ and greater.  This criterion is met at WFE1 when the tailwater elevation is 264.92’ and greater.  Since the median tailwater elevation is about 264.5’, the 8’ depth criterion is met much more frequently at WFE2 and WFE3 than at WFE1.  For many years, McNary project has been operating WFE2 and WFE3, instead of WFE1, presumably because of this reason.  The wording in the FPP needs to be changed accordingly.
Comments from others: 
Record of Final Action: 
8-Mar-2012 FPOM—Approved

