FPP Change Request Form
Change Request Number & Title: 13AppB002 – Truck Release Sites
Date Submitted:  11/02/12
Project: Appendix B
Requester Name, Agency: John Bailey, NWW
Location of Change - FPP Project and Section:
Appendix B (Juvenile Fish Transportation Plan) – section 5.a.(1). 
Proposed Changes (in track changes to existing section):
5.1.1. Truck Release Sites: The normal early spring release site for trucked fish will be a truck pad behind the Bonneville Dam Smolt Monitoring Facility (SMF).  Fish released from the truck pad pass through the SMF outfall into the Columbia River.  From August 15 through the end of the transport season, trucks, midi-tanks and mini-tanks will also release fish into the Bonneville SMF outfall flume.  Dalton Point or the Hamilton Island boat ramp will be utilized as an alternate release site in the case of an emergency or if unsafe conditions exist at the Bonneville facility.
Justification for Change:
Piscivorous birds were feeding on trucked fish at the Bonneville JMF site at times during late season truck releases in 2012.  Predatory birds were roosting on the low flow outfall.  The water cannons mounted on the high flow outfall proved to be ineffective.  The low outfall did have sprinklers at one time, but spring river flows damaged this equipment.  The nearby Hamilton Island boat ramp provides ample room for trucks and fish would be released into fast current.  Predatory birds were not observed at this location.  The Dalton Point site is an excellent spring release site, but a relatively slow and shallow location in late summer and fall.  The Dalton Point ramp ends short of the river during low flows and trucks risk getting stranded in sand or gravel during releases.  Truck drivers did not observe birds feeding on fish at Dalton Point in 2012.

Comments from others:

FPOM 11/08/12:  Transport operations ended 31 October at LGS and LWG.  LMN and MCN ended on 1 October.   NWW trucking release site at BON.  NWW truck transport drivers deviated from releasing fish from the JMF site due to birds at the outfall.  FPOM said no new locations and Klatte said no discharging of firearms/pyrotechnics by USACE employees.  
FPOM 01/24/13: NWP will check on getting a propane cannon or getting someone authorized to fire pyrotechnics.

John Bailey 01/26/13 (email):

Tammy:

As mentioned in the Jan 24 FPP meeting, this change form was already dealt with at the November 8 FPOM meeting.  Gary Frederick's objections mainly centered on past studies showing that the Hamilton Island Boat Ramp location is hot spot for predatory Northern Pikeminnow and Smallmouth Bass.  So in the end we are choosing predation by birds in the hope of finding a means for bird abatement at the usual trucked fish release site.  I have documented this in the attached version of the form.

John B.

Record of Final Action:

FPOM 11/08/12: Not approved.  FPOM said no new locations and Klatte said no discharging of firearms/pyrotechnics by USACE employees.  

FPOM 01/24/13: Still not approved.  FPOM confirmed their recommendation from 11/08/12 that the Hamilton Island boat ramp will NOT be used for fish release.  
