FPP Change Request Form

Change Request Number & Title: 13AppG001 – IHR Protocols
Date Submitted:  12/19/12
Project: Appendix G - IHR
Requester Name, Agency: David Trachtenbarg, NWW
Location of Change - FPP Project and Section:

Appendix G (Adult Trapping Protocols) – IHR

Proposed Changes (in track changes to existing section):
3.  Trapping Protocols during Fish Passage Season (March 1 - December 15) when Fish Ladder Water Temperatures are < 70(F.  

Since the trap is operated manually, personnel conducting research are required to be present at the facility to divert desired fish.
A. The trap will be tested for proper operation before trapping begins.  After each day’s use the trap will be promptly removed from the water by completely removing it from the fish ladder.
B. Trapping operations can take place between 0600 and 1200 hours, for up to 4 hours per day or until the designated number of desired fish are obtained, whichever occurs first.  During the summer months, the period from 0600 to 1000 hours is preferred.  The trap shall not be in the water for more than 4 hours.  Trapping operations shall limit the number fish lifted from the trap to the powerhouse deck to two per lifting cycle.
C. Netting of fish is not recommended.  If transfer of fish is necessary, fish should stay in water at all times through the use of a water-filled bag, sanctuary net, or other means.  The device used should be large enough to safely handle the largest fish.

D. Non-target fish will be released to the ladder.

E. Oxygen levels in fish handling tanks will be maintained at saturation by replacing the water and providing aeration as necessary.

F. Water temperatures in all fish handling tanks will be maintained within 1(F of the fish ladder water temperature.  Ice will not be used to regulate water temperature of the anesthetic tank.
G. Personnel shall sample fish as quickly as possible.  It should require no longer than 25 minutes to transition the fish from entry into the anesthetic tank to release back into the ladder or transportation tank.  River water shall be cycled through recovery and/or transportation tanks while holding fish at the dam until transported to the river for release or returned to the ladder.
H. Fish must be adequately recovered from anesthetization prior to the next step in the handling process, whether placed in the ladder or transported. 
4.  Trapping Protocols during Fish Passage Season (March 1 - December 15) when Fish Ladder Water Temperatures are ≥70(F and ≤ 72(F.  

The trap may be operated when water temperatures are within the range of 70(F to 72(F, provided that researchers closely adhere to the restrictions below.  Trapping operations will not be allowed, and trapping must cease immediately, if fish ladder water temperatures exceed 72(F.  Due to the narrow temperature range involved, researchers must use reliable digital thermometers.
A. Researchers must notify the Corps project biologist in advance when trapping is to occur in this temperature range.  The project biologist will occasionally monitor trapping operations.

B. The trap will be tested for proper operation before trapping begins.  After each day’s use, the trap will be promptly removed  from the fish ladder.

C. Trapping operations can take place between 0600 and 1200 hours, for up to 4 hours per day or until the designated number of desired fish are obtained, whichever occurs first.  During the summer months, the period from 0600 to 1000 hours is preferred.  The trap shall not be in the water for more than 4 hours.  Trapping operations shall limit the number fish lifted from the trap to the powerhouse deck to two per lifting cycle.
D. Trapping operations may take place up to 4 days per week.

E. Netting of fish is not recommended.  If transfer of fish is necessary, fish should stay in water at all times through the use of a water-filled bag, sanctuary net, or other means.  The device used should be large enough to safely handle the largest fish.

F. Non-target fish will be released to ladder.

G. Oxygen levels in fish handling tanks will be maintained at saturation by replacing the water and providing aeration as necessary.

H. Water temperature in the anesthetic tank will be maintained within 1(F of the ladder water temperature (not to exceed 72°F).   Ice will not be used to regulate water temperature in the anesthetic tank.  If practical, water temperature in the recovery tank should be maintained within 1(F of the ladder water temperature or flow-through water should be running continuously.  Water in the anesthetic and transport tanks shall not exceed 72°F at any time.  
I. Personnel shall sample fish as quickly as possible.  It should require no longer than 25 minutes to transition the fish from entry into the anesthetic tank to release back into the ladder or transportation tank.  
J. Fish must be adequately recovered from anesthetization prior to the next step in the handling process, whether placed in the ladder or transported.
Justification for Change:
Changes to the Ice Harbor Dam adult trapping protocols are necessary as part of rehabilitating the existing trap.

Comments from others:

FPOM 01/24/13:  Need more time to review and provide comments.  Add to Feb FPOM agenda.

FPOM 02/14/13:  Conder said he is concerned about using ice to reduce temperatures.  Approved if temps can be kept within 1°F with no ice.  Ice may not be used to keep anesthetic water within 1°F of river temperature.
02/21/13:  NWW (Bailey and Trachtenbarg) modified the change form to reflect FPOM’s concerns (track changes in blue).

Record of Final Action:
FPOM 02/14/13:  Approved w/ edits, if temperatures are maintained within 1°F without using ice.

