FPP Change Request Form
Change Request Number & Title: 13MCN005 2.3.1.2. Emergency Bypass
Date Submitted:  12/04/2012 
Project: MCN
Requester Name, Agency: Carl Dugger, MCN Project Fisheries
Location of Change - FPP Project and Section:
MCN Section 2.3.1.2.  (Operating Criteria – Juvenile Fish Passage Facilities – Fish Passage Period) – add new paragraph j. 
Proposed Changes (in track changes to existing section):
j.    Emergency Bypass During Late Season Mechanical Failure.  After November 30, if a mechanical failure forces the McNary JFF juvenile channel into emergency bypass mode, the McNary Fisheries staff may leave the juvenile channel in emergency bypass mode until the beginning of the winter maintenance season when the juvenile channel is fully dewatered.
Justification for Change:
This type of exception is already approved for staying in emergency bypass following freezing conditions (Section 2.3.1.2.i., Emergency Bypass During Freezing Conditions).  It would expand this exemption to address mechanical problems as well.  The current situation requires McNary, if possible, to operate the juvenile channel until the last of the fish screens are removed after December 15.  Under existing requirements, if mechanical repairs are completed a few days before the channel is due to be dewatered for the season, the McNary Fisheries staff are be required to go out of Emergency bypass, go back into primary bypass, and then go back out of primary bypass in order to dewater the facility for the maintenance season.  That creates a lot of extra work and expense for staff, for the sole purpose of collecting a few PIT tag counts of steelhead fallbacks and the few juvenile salmonids that may be moving through the system that time of year.  The very limited amount of data that would be gathered is probably not worth the time, expense and the hassle of having to go back into primary bypass for just a few more days.
Comments from others:
FPOM 01/24/13:  Fredricks said he is ok with it but he is still concerned about adult survival through the emergency route.  However, if it turns out this becomes a more routine operation, then we need to look at it more closely.  

Lorz asked if the turbine fish could be reused through this route.  

Dugger said the only thing lost would be PIT-tag counts.  Detectors could be put into the outfall.
Record of Final Action:

FPOM 01/24/13: approved as written.
