14AppE001

FPP Change Request Form
Change Request Number: 14AppE001 Delete Language re: Camas-Washougal
Date Submitted:  December 13, 2013
Project: BON
Requester Name, Agency: Tom Lorz, CRITFC
Location of Change - FPP Project and Section:  
Fish Operations Plan (FOP) – Appendix E pages 3 and 17.
Proposed Changes (in track changes to existing section):  
Remove from the FOP any mention of using Camas/Washougal as a site to manage spill.
· FOP Page 3 (Management of Spill for Fish Passage)
The Corps will initiate spill at 0001 hours, or shortly after midnight, at each of the projects on the start dates specified in the project sections below. Spill caps will be established at the specified FOP levels and will continue unless conditions require changing to maintain TDG within the upper limits of 120% in the tailwater of a dam and 115% in the forebay of the next project downstream. Unless otherwise specified, spill will transition to summer levels at 0001 hours, or shortly after midnight, at each project on the day after spring spill ends, (specified in the project sections below). Operations to manage TDG will continue to be coordinated through the TMT.

· FOP Page 3 (delete Footnote 3)

· FOP Page 17 (Project by Project Operations – Bonneville)
Summer Spill Operations June 16 through August 31: Summer spill operations will alternate every two days between 85 kcfs/121 kcfs and 95 kcfs 24 hours per day. The alternating operation will begin at 0430 hours approximately June 16 and continue through July 20. Spill changes will occur according the daytime spill schedule contained in Table BON-5 in FPP section 2. Following the alternating spill operation, a 75 kcfs/Gas Cap operation will begin on July 21 and continue through August 31.  Spill will be managed to not exceed State TDG standards of 120% in the tailrace.
Justification for Change: 
The COE continues to use this monitoring site even though none of the water quality agencies, EPA or either of the state’s water quality agencies, require the site under their respective water quality waivers.  However, the COE continued to use this site to manage gas at Bonneville dam during the spring and only part of the summer.  The site was not used during part of the summer performance test but was then again used after that.  This would seem to be problematic since the summer performance evaluation were conducted without the use of the monitor, but once the test is completed the monitored is used again.  The estimates are meant to represent survival during specific operations as well as represent what the run at large experiences and by using or not using the monitoring site, operations can be changed to provide different conditions and thus not maintain consistent operations across the entire run.

Further, given the ever tightening of the O&M budgets it seems wasteful to continue to monitor and maintain this site.  There is no argument that this site is not required by the water quality agencies and changes to FPP/FOP can occur if everyone agrees to the change.  Thus we will request that this change be made and if an entity has issue with it, please proved justification for the continued use of this monitoring site.  
Comments from others:

1/17/14 NOAA Memo: 14AppE001 - Camas-Washougal.  No objections.
1/22/14 FPOM: Discussed during review of change form 14OVE002.  The FOP is being drafted for 2014 spring operations.  At that time, the Corps will have a response to this change form.  [14OVE002. Conder noted that NOAA would like to see language added that states monitoring isn’t required below BON. Wright explained that the change form has already gone through NWD policy review.  Adding the specific language is a sensitive issue since we have the roll-over of the FOP.  Lorz stressed that the States do not require the Camas-Washougal gauge. Wright said that the intent is to operate to State standards and unless the Court requires a roll-over, USACE will not use the Camas-Washougal gauge.]  
Record of Final Action:

1/22/14 FPOM: Approved, dependent on implementation of 2014 BiOp.
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