USFWS Comments on the Draft 2012 Water Management Plan, ver. 11-15-2011

1. Page 6.  Section 3.5, Non-ESA Operations

Why remove Section 3.6 Lamprey Passage?  Fold it into Section 3.5 where other non-listed species operations are discussed
2. Page 17.  Table 4,  Water Supply Forecasts Used to Implement BiOp Actions

Libby, May Final:

“Sets Libby min. sturgeon flow volume and min. bull trout flows for after sturgeon pulse through SeptAug.”

3. Page 19.  Table 4.  Reservoir and Flow Operations for ESA-listed fish species 

This table should be number 5, and all following tables, need to be correctly numbered.  Table 4 already exists (a new Table 3 was added to the document and the old Table 3 changed to Table 4).

4. Page 29.  Section 6.3.1, Albeni Falls Dam Fall and Winter Coordination

“TMT members will review recommendations from the interagency meeting and develop a recommendation for the proposed Lake Pend Oreille fall and winter operations to the AAs for final decision.  The TMT reviewed and recommended that the Lake Pend Oreille winter lake spawning elevation be at elevation 2051 feet this year, as requested by SOR 2011-1(9-27-11).  The Action Agencies agreed to implement the request for this year’s operation.  The AA’s will work with the Kalispel Tribe regarding the post Labor Day operation of Albeni Falls Dam.  The Kalispel Tribe may submit a System Operations Request (SOR) requesting the draft of Albeni Falls Dam earlier in September that has occurred in recent years.”

5. Page 32.  Section 6.4.5 Spring Operations

“AAs will operate Libby Dam to provide for summer flow augmentation, exactspecified refill date to be determined in-season by available water supply and shape and spring flow…”
6. Page 48.  Section 7.3, Bonneville Chum Operations

“The Ives/Pierce Island complex represents approximately 12% of the natural spawning area above the I-205 Bridge isand about 3.4% for the entire Columbia River chum ESU, based on the 2006-2010 average distribution.   Non-listedListed lower Columbia River tule fall Chinook and non-listed up-river bright fall Chinook also spawn in the Ives/Pierce Islands area. “
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